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'^ConcludediJ^ 

Another  thing  which  has  contributed  to  the  injury^' 
of  religion  among  us,  is,  the  wretched  manner  in 
yrhich  the  Sabbath-day  has  been  observed.  In  every 
Christian  country  upon  earth,  we  apprehend,  too  little 
attention  is  paid  to  the  observance  of  the  LordVday; 
but  it  was  reserved  for  America,  and  particularly  for 
Kentucky,  to  present  the  singular  fabt,  that  religious 
people  should  set  themselves  in  opposition  to  the  Sab> 
bath;  and  teach  their  children,  both  by  precept  and  ex¬ 
ample,  that  all  days  are  alike  sacred. 

No  mean  could  have  been  devised  better  adapted 
to  promote  and' keep  alive  religion  in  the  world,  than 
the  institution  of  the  Sabbath.  .  Perhaps  there,  is  na 
moral  precept  which  is  more  deeply  founded  in  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  which  grows  more  directly  out  of 
the  condition  of  man,  as  a  social  and  religious  being, 
than  i,hat  one,  ‘^Remember  the  Sabbath-day  fo  keep  it 
holy.**  That  infidels  should  oppose  this  thing,  and 
endeavour  by  their  sophistry  to  conibund  p^In  people 
and  common  sense,  is  not. at  all  strange;  but  that  men 
professing  Christianity  should  endeavour  to  unhinge 
public  faith  and  practice,' relative  to  the  Sabbath-day^ 


las  always  argued,  to  us,  great  iguorancc,  both  of  ha 
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man  nature,  and  tire  word  of  God..'  This  has  been  at¬ 
tempted,  by  endeavouring  to  make  the  people  believe 
that  there  i$  nothing  morally  binding  in  the  command 
— that  it  was  altogether  confined  to  the  Old-Tcsta- 
'  ment  dispensation,  and  never  intended  to  be  observed 
by  Christians#  What  are  we  to  understand  by  a  mo¬ 
ral  precept?  Perhaps  we  will  be  snfTicIently  rxnlicit 
upon  this  subject,  if  we  say%  It  is  that  which  grows 
0ut  of  the  nature^  the  relations^  and  the  condition  of 
marij  as  a  moral  and  social  beings  and  has  been  re* 
cognized  by  a  divine  command,  if  this  dcfiniiion  of 
a  moral  law  be  correct,  we  are  bold  to  ask,  which  of 
God^s  moral  precepts  is  more  deeply  founded  in.  hu¬ 
man  nature,  or  is  more  eternal  in  its  duration,  than 
that  which  binds  us  to  devote  a  portion  of  our  time 
to  the  express  purpose  of  cultivating  our  moral  pow¬ 
ers,  and  strengthening  our  social  and  religious  prin¬ 
ciples.  '  . 

We  are  fully  persuaded,  that  if  infidels  could  only 
induce  Christian^  in  general  to  believe  that  it  was 
quite  old  and  musty;  quite  unphilosophical,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  genius  of  New-Testament  liberty,  to  de- 
TOte  any  part  of  their  time  specially  to  the  service  of 
God— that  the  devout  mai/s  teniple  was  the  concave 
*  of  heaven,  a^d  his  Sabbath  every  day  in  the  week: 
could  our  enemies,  we  say,  only  give  currency  to  these 
fine  notions,  they  would  diave  effected  more  by.  this 
one  stroke,  than  they  ever  have,  or  ever  will  effect, 
by.  all  their  profane  i wit,  or  false  philosophy.  The 
truih  is,  these  kind  of  people  ;have  always  found  the 
Sabbath  to  stand  very  much  in  their  way.  Many  of 
^  them  are  adepts  in  the  science  of  human  nature,  and 
they  very  well  know,  that  so  long  as  a  religious  re¬ 
gard  is  paid  to  the  Sabbath-day;- so  long  as  the  people 
have  their  hearts  melted;  as  it  were,  into  one  mass,  by 
those  divine  songs  they  sing  in  their  public  assemblies, 
and  their  devotions  enlightened  and  invigorated  by 
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(heir  v/eekly  lessons  and  prayers;  they  can  hope  to 
make  but  little  head  against  the  Christian  cause.  . 

The  religious  world  has  lately  rectived  a  grand  prac¬ 
tical  lesson  upon  this  suhjectKone  which  abundantly 
confirms  the  above  remarks,  and  One  which  ought 
ne\'er  to  be  forgotter/.  .  This  lesson  you  derive  from 
the  history  of  the  French  revolution.  No  sooner 
were  Atheism  and  Infidelity  the  order  of  the  day  in 
Fiance,  than  a  direct  attempt  is  made,  by  a  public 
edict,  to  abolish  the  Sa!>bath. '  It  ought  never  to  be 
forgotten,  that  this  attempt  tvas  made  by  men  wJio 
tvere  going  systematically  to  \vork,  and  whose  motto 
was,  Cruah  the  Wretch;  that  is,  AI)olish  Christianity*. 
Thus  French  Atheists  have  spoken  to  the  Christian 
W’orld,  in  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood.  Let 
this  fact  be  to  you  in  the  place  of  a  thousand  argu¬ 
ments.  You  may  safely  oppose  it  to  all  that  can  be 
said  against  the  moral  obligation  of  the  Sabbath.  Wc 
rejoice  in  it  that  facts,  stubborn  facts,  upon  this  and 
many  other  topics  of  religious  controversy,  are  m^ul- 
tiplying  upon  us  so  fast,  that  it  would  seem  as  though 
we  should  presently  have  cccasion  for  no  other  kind 
of  proof:  and  were  it  not  that  comparisons  are  always 
invidious  and  painful,  we  could  produce,  from  the 
past  history  and  present  state  of  the  American 
churches,  many  facts,  which  w’ould  all  go  to  prove  the 
inestlmtible  value  of  the  Sabbath,  and  that  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  it  is  necessary  to  the  growth  and  prospe¬ 
rity — nay,  to  the  very  existence,  of  any  church. 

The  dirine  conimand,  from  the  Old-Testament,  to 
sanctify  the  Sabbath  and  keep  it  holy,  is  express;  and 
the  example  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  every Where 
interspersed  throughout^  the  New-l'estament,  is  quit* 
as  ample. 

It  is  certainly  highly  w’crthy  of  notice,  that  the  first 
grand  practical  lesson 'that  Ood  ever  taught  mankind, 
w  as  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath.  This  he  did  iu 
the  most  e.T:c;ual  way,  namely,  6y  a  public  example. 
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Gen.  iu  2. 3.  “And  he  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from 
•II  the  work  which  he  had  naade:  And  God  blessed 
the  seventh  da^ .  and  sanctified  it.”  What  are  we  to 
understand  by  the  Sabbath^s  being  sanctified?  Cer¬ 
tainly  its  being  set  apart  from  a  conrimOn  to  a  holy 
use — its  "being  deveted  to  the  immediate  service  of 
of  God.  .  Now  what  is  the  lesson  which  the  conduct 
of  God  upon  this  occasion  is  calculated  to  teach  us? 
'Certainly  that  religion  could  not  exist  for  any  time, 
Jior  in  any  forrn,  without  a  Sabbath.  Therefore,  so 
soon  as  man  is  made,  and  the  world  fitted  up  for  his 
residence,  the  Sabbath  is  sanctified,  even  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  God  himself. 

The  Sabbath,  then,  was  in  the  world  from  the  be* 
ginning.  And  we  find,  in  that  admirable  epitome  of 
the  divine  law  in  the  book  of  Exodus,  that  the  Sab¬ 
bath  occupies  a  distinguished  place.  Exod.  xx.  8. 
“Remember  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it  holy.”  And 
9gain,  Lev.  xxiii-  3.  “Six  days  shall  work  be  done; 
but  the  seventh  clay  is  the  Sabbath  of  rest,  an  h®ly 
convocation.”  Isaiah  Ivi.  2.  “Blessed  is  the  man 
'  that  dpeth  this” — that  keepeth  the  Sabbath  from  pol¬ 
luting  it.”  Let  these  authorities  from  the  Old-Tes¬ 
tament  suffice.  .  ' 

With  what  propriety  it  has  been  supposed  by  some, 
that  die  ordinance  respecting  the  Sabbath  W’as  confin¬ 
ed  to  the  iMosaic  dispensation,  will  appear  by  attend¬ 
ing  for  a  moment  to  two  things;  viz.  the  peculiar  bo- 
uefur  which  our  Lord  put  upon  the  Sabbath-day  him¬ 
self,  and  the  practice  of  the  Apostles  respecting  the 
Sabbath:  Luke  iv.  16.  “And,  as  his  custom  was,  he 
'  went  up  into  the  Synagogue  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and 
stood  up  for  to  read/*  Compare  this  passage  with 
Matthew  V.  1 7.  ‘^Think  not  that  1  am  come  to  destroy 
the  law  or  the  prophets:  I  am  not  come  to  destroy^ 
but  to  fulfil.**  As  also  with  Mark  ii.  27,  28.  ‘‘And 
he  said  unto  them,  The  Sabbath  was  made,  for  man, 
smd  not  mau  for  the  Sabbath,  Therefore,  the  Son  of 
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inan  is  Lord  also  of  the  SaHbath.’*  Jtead  tlie  whole 
of  v/hat  our  Lord  says  upon  this  Subject  in  this  place, 
and  voii  will  be  convinced,  that  he  designed  not  to 
teach  the  world  that  the  Sabbath^was  now  to  be  abb- 
lished;-  but  to  shew  that  superstitious  observances  of 
the  Sabbath  had  crept  into  >he  Jewish  church.  These 
he  did  correct,  thereby  showing  the  value  that  he 
placed  upon  the  Sal;bath.  Matthew  xxiv.  20.  *^I3ut 
pray  ye  that  your  flight  be  not  in  the  winter,  neither 
on  tht?  Sabbath-tlciV.*’  .  Upon  this  occasion  our  Lord 
was  predicting  the  desolations  that  were  to  come  up¬ 
on  Jerusalem.  Thcfte  events,did  take  place,  near  half 
a  century  after  the  ascension  of  Christ;  and  he,  there¬ 
fore,  in  this  place,  mentions  the  Sabbath  as  what  was 
to  he  observed  in  Gospel  times.  '  .  '  , 

The  concluston  we  would  draw  from  all  these  pas* 
sages,  is,  that  our  divine  I.ord  designed,  not  to  abo¬ 
lish  the  Sabbath,  but  to  honour  it,  as  an  ordinance  not 
peculiar  to  the  Jewish  dispensation,  but  one  equally 
essential  to  the  Gospel,  and  of  perpetual  obligatlon% 

But  the  practice  of  the -Apostles,  also,  we  think, 
has  great  weight  on  this  subject;  1  Cor.  xvi.'2.  ‘‘Up^ 
on  the  flrst  day  of  the  w’eek  let  every  one  of  you  lay 
by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath  prospered  hirri.**  Acts 
XX.  7.  ‘‘And  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the 
disciples  came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul  preached 
unto  them,  ready  to  depart  on  the  morrow.’*  Rev.  i. 
10.  “I  was  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord’s* day/*  Tvva 
things  are,  we  think,  established  by  these  passages: 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Apostles  to  devote  the 
first  day  of  the  week  to  the  public  duties  of  religion; 

that  this  day  was,  by  the  primitive  Christians,  called 
the  Lord*s*day;  that  is,  the  day  which  Christ  and  his 
Apostles  have,  by  their  example,  sanctified  and  set 
apart  for  the  L6rd*s  service.  It  is  well  w’onhy  of  our 
remark,  that  the  Sabbath  was  at  first  sanctified  by. the 
example  of  God  himself';  and  that  the  Christian  Sab¬ 
bath,  has  been  sanction^id  by  the  example  andpractiw 
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God  to  you,  ^v]^cth<:r  you  will  be.'^r,  or  whe  ther  yen 
v/iil  lorbeaf.  We  have  delivered  jour  uvnti  souls  in 
these  matters.  May  (iod  enable  and  dispose  you  to  do 
yourdutv,  -^Grace  uuioycu  and  peace  he  mullipUccL 


The  reader  is  desired  to  correct  the  following:  Errata^ 


Page  449,  foi*  rifie  ycars^  read  riper  years. 

450ybr  learn  the  conseynejices^  read  bear,  ^r.. 
ih.  for  and  humble^  read  an  hnmhle.  .  ^ 

45  1 ,  line  4i^for  of  hypocrisy  read  and  hypocrisy*  ' 
ib.  before  profit-himself,  c/r/e  thereby. 

452,  fi>r  mature^  redd  inaturer.  .  V 
i'SS^for  crimes  of  which  tjoiiy  read  Crimes  of  whicTi 
many  of  you.  -  ' 

for  perfect  love^  read  perfect  law. 
ib.  for  neither  is  respect^  read  neither  is  ther^ 
respect. 

ih.  for  allow  one.^  read  allow  me. 

^^7 ^  for  proportion  of  time*  portion,  lif  e. 

49 8, ybr  suppose  the  clergyman.^  road  suppose  that 
f//r,  lif  e.  ib.  for  -very  natural.^  read  very  nature,  ib.fo'r 
scholastic  speculation^read  scholastic  spe  eulations.  ib. 
for  b  eing  snared^read  being  marred,  ib.for  uidigested 
harangue.^  read  indigested  harangues,  ib.  for  occupa^ 
iion  of  life  ^  read  occupations,  life. 

Page  500j  for  what  has  become read  vjhati^io  become, 
ib.for  all  the  fallacy^  read  all  the  policy.  ^ 
502, /br  at  your  hand^  read  at  your  hands. 

506, ybr  to  tell  who^  r^tad  to  say  who. 

507jfor  ministers.  And  that  consideration^  read 
ministers,  and  that  considerations. 

508?  for  God*s  orders*  read  God*s  plan.  ib.  for 
Decide  then^  read  Proceed  then. 

IS^^tfor  This^  in  quite  different.,  read  Though  in 
quite^  me.  ib.for  least  wcj  read  lest  we* 
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RESULTS 


are  the  body  of  Christ^and  meniber.^  in  fiarticular.'^^ 

1  Cor.  xii.  27. 

_  IT  is  novel,  it  is  a  departure  from  ^^the  footsteps 
of  the  flock.” — He  must  be  a  stranger  to  himself,  ho 
inusi  be  ;i  stranger  to  the  human  heart,  as  it  unfolds 
its  character  in  the  world  at  large,  who  does  not  at 
once  see,  that  the  objection  we  have  named  may  be 
opposed  wiihmi^re  effect  to  the  promulgation  of  truth, 
than  a  score  of  others  the  most  formidable  that'  can 
be  imagined.  This  Hercules,  it  has  been  attempted 
to  strangle  in  the  cradle — with  what  success,  the  read¬ 
er  wdl  probaidy  determine,  in  a  great  measure,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  present  dispositions.  It  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  harsh  judgment,  to  deciue  that  the  person  who 
still  regards  the  iatercommt^nion  -  of  Christian 
denominations  as  a  novel,  and  exclusively  a  new4ight 
practice,  is  obstinately  *and  wilfully  blind.  Whether 
ih^  princip’-i  be  correct  or  otherwise,  whether  the 
practice  be  defensible  or  not,'onc  thing  is  certain-^ 
neither  of  them  are  NEW.  It. was  al  least  the  faith, 

— t 

it  was^at  least  the  practice,  of  the  divines  composing 
the  Savoy  assembly;  and  if,  considering  thtyr  ciicum- 
stances’,  the  judgment  oi  such  men  as  Owen,  Bur¬ 
roughs,^  and  Caryl  may  be  relied  on,  it  w- as  the  faith 
and  practice  of  the  Westminster  fathers  too#  In  so 
far  as  a  disposition  to  ‘^call  any.  man  master”  may  in¬ 
fluence  the  fate  of  this  controversy,  the  conflict,  there¬ 
fore,  may  be  looked  upon  as  already  at  an  end.  The 
practice  of  the  fathers^  in  what  w^e  call  the  purest  ages 
of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the  principles  of  those 
stand^ds  universally  adopted  by  Presbyterians  of  the 
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West,  and  net  any  new  and  hitherto  unheard-of  echemCf 
is  advocated  in  these  pages. 

But  novelty,  though  the  most  operative,  i's^by  'no 
means  the  only  ol  Jection;  nor,  if  stripped  of  its  im¬ 
posing  appearance,  will  it  seem  most  worthy  the  no^ 
tice  of  a  consciei  tious  inquirer  after  truth  and  duly* 
Against  the  position  that  ‘^saints  by  profession  are 
hound  to  maintain  an  holy  fellowship  and  communion, 
and  to  extend  it,  as  God  offereth  opportunity 
all  those ^  who  in  every  place  call  iipcn  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,”  innumerable  objections  are  brought*- 
To  some  of  the  most  formidable  of  these,  the  present 
number  is  devoted:  to  set  ourselves  in  array  against 
every  thing  that  ingenuity  might  devise,  and  pertina¬ 
city  bring  forward,  would  require  a  field  capacioys^ 
as  a  folio.  ^ 

It  is  common,  and  no  doubt  it  is  very  easy,  to  say 
that  the  principles  of  Christian  communion,  as  stated 
and  defended  in  a  preceding  number,  if  carried  outy 
must  at  once  merge  all  the  distinctions  between  truth 
and  error,  which  separations  from  erroneous  profes¬ 
sors  have  hitherto  so  successfully  preserved:  that  they 
stand  in  diametrical  opposition  to  those  s:dutary  ad¬ 
monitions  given  in  the  scriptures,— ‘‘Cease,  my  son^. 
from  the  instruction  that  causeth  tp  err”— “Come  out 
ot  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her 
sins” — “Withdraw'  yourselves fiom  everybrother  that^ 
walketh  disorderly,”  See.  &c.:  that  they  lead  men  to 
sanction,  not  only  by  their  presence,  but  by  actual 
participation,  all  the  errors,  and  all  the  sins,  counte¬ 
nanced  by  any  church  or  individual,  in  whom  it  may 
be  hoped  that  there  is  still  some  goo(l  thing  toward 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel:  that  they  render  nugatory 
every  thing  like  standards  of  Christian  doctrine  and 
testimonies  for  truth:  that  they,  in  a  word,  do  a  thou¬ 
sand  things,  of  which  our  readers  will  have  little  in¬ 
clination  to  hear,  and  the  writer  still  less  leisure  to 
take  notice^  But  ncthipg  is  more  common  than  to 


jump,  at  CDncmsIons  before  the  premises  have  heefl' 
sufficiently  attended  to?  and  one  wrong  assumption, 
in  point  of  matter  of  fact,  will  conveniently  malce  jivav 
foi*  as  many  wrong  conclusions,  in  point  of  Christiaa 
doctrine,  as  there  are  objections  in  the  case  before  us. 
The  reader  has  already  been  sufficiently  apprised 
that  a  credible  profession  is  indispensable  to  the  legh 
timate  acknov/ledgment  of  any  man  as  a  saint  of  God; 
and  that  the  same  common  sense  and  scriplinal  rules 
by  which  you  fix  the  standing  of  ah  applicant  for 
tnemb^ership  in  your  own  denomination,  are  for  the 
same  reasons  applicable,  and  ought  to  be  applied,  to 
the  members  of  any  other.  You  do  not,  however, 
insist,  on  re-examhnng  live  pretensions  of  persons  ad¬ 
mitted  into  any  society  in  connexion  with  the  deno¬ 
mination  with  which  you  likewise  stand  connected; 
but,  as  knowing  the  principles  of  that  society  to  be 
evangelical,  you  proceed  upon  the  ground,  that  the 
officers  there  presidinghave  been  faithful  to  their  trust. 
For  the  very  same  reasons  you  are  bound  thus,  to 
judge  concerning  other  denominations  professedly 
evangelical;  and,  in  Virtue  of  the  same  supposition, 
Jo  admit  in  the  same  way.  On  the  contrary,  though 
you  have  no  controul  over  the  members  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  congregation  of  the  same  denomination; 
though  you  cannot  proceed  to  try  and  suspend  them; 
3'et,  upon  the  knowledge  of  their  irregularity,  or  upon 
full  conviction  of  unfuiihfulness  in  the  oSiccra  who 
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Yiienihcrs  from  all  other  clenominntlor^s.  For  ns  thtir 
regular  standing  in  an  e:vnng<  lical  church  is  (he  evi- 
dtrce  to  you  of  their  right  to  Christian  ordinances; 
£0,  nhen  you  know/'f  facts  dtsiructive  of  that  rights 
you  are  not  oniy  hound  to  njake  them  known  vo  the 
aiuhoriiies  which  alone  have  immediate  cognizance 
of  the  case;  but  upon  their  refusah^you  have  a  per¬ 
fect  right,  as  the  governor  ol  your  own  house,  to  say 
that  the  offender  shall  not  enter  there.  Vv^e  are  aware 
that  this  princijde  may  a[)pear  new  to  many.  It  is, 
unhappily,  too  soi  Iona  acted  on.  But  that  it  flows 
dircedy  and  legitimately  from  the  very  nature  and 
end  of  Christian  discipline,  no  thinking  mind  wdll.be 
at  a  loss  to  sec.  It  is,  nevertheless,  a  power  that 
ought  to  be  exercised  with  a  great  deal  of  prudence 
and  cacxtion:  but  once  admit  that  it  may  be  eXr*rcised, 
and  you  cut  up  by  the  roots  one  principal  assump¬ 
tion  upon  which  the  midm  opposition  to  the  doctrines 
here  contended  for  rests.  From  the  clanger  of  pol¬ 
lution  from  members  in  societies  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  and  of  otht^r  societies  in  your  own,  you  free 
yourselves  in  the  same  way,  and  upon  precisely  the 
same  grounds.  In  one  word,  whatever  be  the  rules 
lawfully  adopted  in  holding  fellow'ship  with  ChHstians 
of  another  congregation, .may,  for  the  sarnie  reasons, 
and  with  the  same  facility,  regulate. the  intercoui:se  of 
various  denominations.  And,  by  cc  nsequence,  every 
argument  drawm  from  defective  discipline,  from  er¬ 
roneous  doctrine;  or  from  ignorance  of  individual 
character,  that  may  be  brought  to  bear  against  our 
doctruieof  intercommunion,  will  conclude  with  equal 
eftect,  and  to  an  equal  extent,  against  the  admission 
of  members  belonging  to  the  same.clenomination,  but 
of  a  differcnt^society: — would,  in  fact,  go  to  shew,  that 
no  Chiistian  can  regularly  or  safely  enjoy  the  fellow¬ 
ship  of  saints^  without ‘the  compass  of  iiis  customary 
place  of  worship,  and  of  the  single  congregation  with 
which  he  is  regularly  aixiubered.  The  reader,  by 
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#;an7ing  these  remarks  along  with  him,  will  find  it 
no  hard  matter  t('  unhinge  a  great  proportion  of  the 
thousand  objixtions  every  where  resounded  against 
a  diffissivc  communion  with  t'.ie  saints. 

^  But  it  will  be  S'dd  that,  independently  o'f  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  discriminating  between  the  good  and  bad, 
the  sound  and  the  erroneous,  in  evangelical  churches 
over  which  we  have  no  control,  the  very  fact  of  ttieir 
existing  as  distinct  churches  creates  an  insuperable 
difficulty.  .  Wherefore  'remain  distinct  bodies  at  all, 
if  it  is. eligible,  and  even  necessa  to  commune  to¬ 
gether?  A.nd  if  corruptions  or  differences  be  to  great 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  keep  up  distinct  organiza¬ 
tion,  do  we  not  virtually  merge  those  differences — do 
we  not  sanction  those  corruptions,  by  uniting  together 
in  the  nvjst  sacred  expressions  of  fellowship,  and  so¬ 
lemn  acts  of  duty,  of  which  in  this  life  we  are  capa¬ 
ble?  What  mean  we  by  our  Confessions  of  Faith,  if 
persons  who  do  not  subscribe*  to  them  maybe  ad¬ 
mitted  to  our  fellowship,  as  well  as  they  who  do? 
What  mean  we  by  our  testimonies  against  prevailing 
error,  if  the  world  may  see  us  walking  with  men  who 
hold  thiose  errors,  as  openly  and.  lovingly  as  if  no  such 
things  existed?— This,  it  is  believed*  is  a  fair  and  full 
statement  of  that  class  of  o!)jections,  most  commonly 
and  imposingly  ur^ed.  They  are  certainly  very  far 
from  being' of  a  despicable,  eharactcrj  and  all  the 
churches  bear  witness  that  they  may  be  wielded  with 
tremendous  effect.  To  that  first,  and  certainly  most 
respectable  objection, “wherefore, remain  distinct  bb* 
.dies  at  all,  if  there  exist  no  differences  that  can  jus¬ 
tify  a  suspension  from  Christian  communion?*'-  it  may 
be  of  importance  to  remark,  that  most  of  the  distinc¬ 
tions  among  evangelical. churches  are^certainly  with¬ 
out  sufficient  grounds  to  justify  them,  and  are  oftener 
to  be  attributed  to  the  selfish  spirit,  or  unhallowed 
frenzy,  of  those  who  were  instrumental  ip  creating 
them,  than  to  aoy  just  regm^d  for  Chnstiao  truth,  or 
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legitimate  efforts  to  preserve  it.  In  mahy  cases,  hdw- 
ever,  divisions  that  originated  on  grounds  perfectly 
justifiable,  are  still  maintained,  while  the  reasons  that 
once  justified  them  have  long  since  ceased  to  operate; 
and  in  order  to  justif)  the  continuance  of  the  schism, 
other  reasons  are  ptirpetually  bringing  forward,  whichv 
neither  do  nor  ever  could  justify  such  separation*' 
But,  in  addition  to  this,  it  should  never  be  forgotten, 
that  all  the  evangelical  churches,  so  far  as  tve  know 
any  thing  of  them,  are  enormously  guilty  in  extend¬ 
ing  and  multiplying  their  terms  of  admission.  Th«  . 
result  is,  that  however  nearly  Christian  men  may  be 
allied  in  their  views,  their  feelings,' and  their  wishes; 
though  they  agree  in  every  important  article,  and  in 
ten  thousand  points  of  minor  consequence;  yet,  if  - 
there  be  an  iota  of  difference  in  their  views  about  one 
single  point,  concerning  which  it  is  judged  proper  tO‘ 
express  an  opinion,  that  single  point  of  difference  se¬ 
parates  them.  Neither  party  can,  with  a  good  con¬ 
science,  subscribe  to  that  which  the  other  views  to  be 
correct;  and  both  parties  unwisely  and  iin^scripriirally 
assuming  that^. small  as  it  is,  it  should  be  inserted  in 
their  standards,  which  standards  are  to  be  approved^ 
as  a  comiition.of  church-membership,  if  they  be  ho-^^' 
nest  men  they  are  necessarily  divided.  Finally,  i^ 
should  be  renfiemhered  that,  edification  being  one- 
great  objeVt  of  all  Christian  fellowship,  and  of  the  or^ 
ganization.of  the  church  of  Christ,  it  would  be  far  ^ 
from  practicable,  far  from  profitable,  at  oncc.to  break> 
down  all  the  distinctkms  which  time  has  rendergd 
venerable,  and  to  infringe  upon  all  the  habits  that^tne 
lapse  ol  generations  may  have  rendered*  incorrigi^e*  ' 
Admitting  that  there  be  no  doctrinal  diversities  whfch' 
require  the  preservation  of  existing  separations,  y«t  . 
it  would  be  plainly  impossible  to  throw  together  a  va-  ‘ 
riety  of  m  n,  from  a  variety  of  churches,  all  whSse 
habits  of  acting.and  of  thinking,  in  the  management  o(* 
church,  aff  lirs^  arc  so  notoriously  diverse*  without  pro- 
VoL.  li*  ^,V  w 
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ducjng  more  halting,  vexation,  heart-burning,  discre¬ 
pancy  t-f  every  kind,  than  the  consideration  of  visible 
unity,  tvere  it  a  thousand  times  more  strong,  could 
])ossihly.  counterbalance.  We  must  therefore  take 
the  chtfrchts  as  they  are,  with  all  thtir  difTerejit  de> 
grees  of .  light,  and  all  their  diverbity  of^haI)i:s;’ and 
instead  of  hastily  attempting  to  consolidate  this  dis¬ 
jointed  and  disordered  mass,  we  must  study  the  best 
means  of  pursuing,  for  the  present,  the  promotion  of 
_  the  common  cause,  and  the  edification  of  every  part 
eorcerned;  and  regard  their  assimilation  in  views  and 
l.abits  as  a  thing  of  gradual  attainment,  but  of  indis¬ 
pensable  necessity  to  a  perfect  consolidation.  Assi¬ 
milation,  we  mean,  in  views  and  habits,  so  far  as  is 
,  necessary  to  prevent  that  discrepancy  which  must  be 
the  inevitable  conconriitant  of  a  union  among  materi¬ 
als  so  discordant  as  the  churches,  now  are,  especially 
in  their  modes  of  transacting  business;  and  so  per¬ 
fectly  untutored  in  the  great  duty  of.  bearing  one  ano¬ 
ther’s  burdens.  But,  after  all,  the  existence  of'  dis¬ 
tinct  denominations,  of  which  the  members  are  seve¬ 
rally  subjected  to  their  own  church  courts,  and  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  others,  is  not  in  itself  a  matter  by  half 
30  serious  as  we  might,  at  first  thought,  apprehend. 

is  an  accommodation  notunlike  that  which  univer¬ 
sally,  and-very  properly,  subsists  among  churches  of 
the  same  denomination.  Every  session,  ev^ery  pres¬ 
bytery,  every  synod,  every  national  assembly,  acts  in- 
.dcp<  ndently  of  every  other,  and  possesses,  within  ap- 
•prtjpiiate  bounds,  an  exclusive  jurisdiction.  The 
rciwtjr.  is  plain:  it  is  not  practicable,  much  less  would 
it  l:|jprfor  edification,  that  all  Christian  men  should  be 
subject  to  one  and  the  same  set  of  rulers.  Their  dis¬ 
persion  -over  a  great  extent  of  country  imposes  the 
nec^sity  of  their  being  amenable  to  different  ccclesi- 
■'  astioal  courts^  both  of  an  inferior  and  superior  grade. 
Tjhe  member  of  one.  congregation’ is  not  subject  to  the 
•  session  of  another:  the  member  of  one  Presbytery  can 
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claim  n:)  jufisdicllon  over  the  concerns. of  another^ 
the  superior  judicature,  in  one  nadon  or  district,  pos¬ 
sesses  no  authority  ov  er  the  people  of  another,  thoui^h 
they  correspond  as  sister  churches.  And  yet,  the  fact 
of  your  participation  ia  the  common  privileges  of 
Christian  men,  in  and  under  any  one  of  these  little 
divisions  of  the  church,  unquestionably  secures  to  you 
the  same  privileges  in  every  other.  No\V  whencf 
arises  this  di.  crimination?  Obviously  from  this  single 
consideration,  that  gcod  govcrl^inrnt  r^equires  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  courts  exercising  distinct  and  iiKiependehf 
authority  (independent,  we  mean,  upon  others  ot  the 
grade);  because  tlieie  is  a  natural  and  an  obvi¬ 
ous  necessity  for  our  being- dispersed  far  and  wide, 
and  the  mode  of  exercising  ecclesiastical  nuthority. 
must  lie  accommodated  to  the  nature  of  the  case:  the 
reason  of  uie  arrangement  is,  in  other  words,  merely 
geographical.  But  geographical  considerations  can 
have  no  kind  of  influence  in  settling  our  participation 
in  tlv  se  comlnon  pj.ivileges,  that  are  no  way  connect*^ 
ed  with  them,  nor  influenced  by  them;  The  very 
same  thing  holds  good  in  relation  toxhose  ditferences 
among  evattgelical  professors,  v/hich  may  be  admit- 
i&d  as  just  grounds  for  constituting  different  ifenomi- 
iiations.  A  difference  of  view,  for  instance,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  form  of  church  government,  or^the  scrip¬ 
tural  mode  of  managing  some  things  essential  to  good 
order,  will  creifte  a  barrier  against  subjection  to  the 
same  church  court,  as  real  and  as  formidable  as  the 
intervention  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  can  possibly  be 
esteemed  to  be:  the  on’y  difference  is,  that  the  ina¬ 
bility  arises  in  .the  one  case  from  geographical  consi- 
deraiions,  and  in  the  other  from, considerations  of  a 
moral  nature.  But  as  neiLhei  of  these  considerations 
render  it  difficult  for  men  to  enjoy  in  common  the 
privileges  belonging  to  Christians  merely  as  such,  it 
is  easy  to  conceive  that  as  he  who  is  enlitlcd  to  them, 
bjcause  a  member  of  Christ,  on  one  side  the  water, 
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is  equally  entitled  to  them  on  the  other,  and  among 
churches  to  which  he  is  not  subject;  so  he  who  is  en¬ 
titled  to  them  upon  scriptural  grounds  in  an  indepen¬ 
dent  congregation,  may  on  the  same  grounds  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  them  within  the  precincts  of  any  other.  Un¬ 
less  indeed  you  mean  to  contravene  all  scriptural 
precept  and  example  by  saying  that  the  error  or  mis¬ 
conception,  on  whichever  side  it  be,  is  of  itself  suffi¬ 
cient  to  annul  a  Christian’s  claim  to  the  privileges  of 
the  church:  and  against  this  assumption'  we  shall  just 
now  beg  leave  to  issue  our  ‘‘quo  warranto.”—— —If  so 
little  can  be  gained  by  merging  at  once  all  distinction 
of  denomination,  inasmuch  as  “holy  communion  and 
fellowship”  in  all  those  ordinances  about  which  we 
are  agreed  may  he  safely  maintained  wiihciit  it,  there 
is  obviously  nothing  to  require— nothing  to  justify  a 
premature  amalgamation  of  the  churches.  Edifica¬ 
tion  is  one  main  point  to  be  studied;  and  however 
much  we  may  find  occasion  to  regret  the  mischiefs 
of  the  schism  that  formerly  separated  them,  yet  this 
separation  having  been  once  made,  edification  will  be 
most  consulted  by  prolonging  the.  separate'  state  so 
long  as  there  is  a  jjrospect  of  their  doing  more  for  the 
common  cause  by  walking  together  in  the  thing's  a- 
bout  which  they  do  not  differ,  and  yet  maintaining 
independent  jurisdiction,  than  by  attempting  a  union 
that  must  expijse  them  to  all  that  jarring  and  counter¬ 
action  which  conflicting  hat)its  will  infallibly  produce* 
When  brotherlv  intercourse  has  sufficiently  assimilat¬ 
ed  their  modes  of  thinking  and  acting,  there  will  be 
every  reason  fur  a  perfect  union.  Till  that  take  place, 
it  by  no  means  follows  that  they  should  stand  in  eve¬ 
ry  r  specc  united,  because  they  may  freely -join  in 
com  oeinorating  the  dying  love  of  God  their  Saviour 
—-.I  transaction  about  _which  few  real  Christians  will 
be  founil  to  differ,  however  vari.  us  their' views  in 
0th  r  things.  . 

Still,  however,  it  is  urged  that  setting  aside  all 
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questions  of  practicability  and  expediency^  we  have 
no  way  left  us  to  testify  against  the  errors  of  iuclivi- 
diials  and  cburches,  but  by  separating  from  their  com- 
muiuon:  and  ihj^rtfore  to  act  upon  the  principle  hpVe 
cohleaded  lor,  while  we  at  the  same  lime  reniain'disr 
linct  bodies,  is  to  .destroy  the  very  thing  which  we 
proTess  to  build.  .W^hat  becomes  of  the  tesiiinony 
for  truth  \vhich  our  separation  is'understood  to  con* 
stitute.^  What  becomes  of  the  offences  that  induced 
that  separation?  VVhat  becomes  of  those  standards  of 
doctrine,  of  discipline  and  cf  worship,  to  which  the 
sfparatists  refuse  to  bow,  and  are  nevertheless  ad- 
inided?  •  '  • 

These  are  no  doubt  very  imposing  objections;  and‘ 
were  they  only  predicated  upon  one  correct  assump¬ 
tion,  the  y  might  fairly  defy  the  logic  of  a  million  of 
assailajits.  But  then  where  did  you  learn  that  sepa¬ 
ration  from  the  communion  of  a  church  of  Christ  is 
a  proper  way  of  testifying  against  her  errors?  Where 
did  you  make  the  discovery  that  the  refusal  to  admit* 
of  the  fellowship  of  a  Chr’sti  ui  brother  in  brdinapees 
abo  It  w  hich  yf,)u  are  perfectly  agreed.  Is  the  scriptu-* 
ral  mgde  of  chastising  diis  misapprehensions  about 
some  other  maitcis  in  which  of  course  you  pursue  a 
separate  track?  Where  is-it  written  "T/nn  that  is  w^eak 
in  the  laitld’  receive  ye  not  at  all^  lest  it  should  unhap-  ' 
pily  give  occauon  for  ‘Vloubaul  dispiuaticns*b^  Or 
how  has  it  been  discovered  that  in  holding  fellowship 
W’iih  a  man  who  cannot  see  , in  all  things  with  the 
standardsof  your  church,  yon  thereby  in  all  those  re-r' 
sprcts  nullify  your  standards,  and  just  so  far  take 
down  your  testimony  against  abounding  error?  May 
it  not  be  looked  upon  as  ‘‘passing  strange**  that  the' 
iact'of  your  giving  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  a  • 
Christian  brother, and  walking  wdth  him  in  every  thing  ' 
which  you  yourself  call  “the  right  ways  of  the  Lord'/*^.' 
destroys  by  implication  your  testimony  against  his  ir¬ 
regularity  iu  those  very  ihings  in  which  you  refuse  all 
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countenance  and  connexion  with  him,  on  the  ground 
of  their  being  unwarranted  by  the  word  of.  Ciod,  or 
perhaps  in  direct  opposition  to  it?  Or  would  it  ni)t 
rather  appear  that  by  Joining  yourself  to  every  Chris¬ 
tian  man  in  sO  far  as  he  is  disposed  to  walk  with  you 
in  the  right  v/uy,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  give  a 
much  more  direct,  a  much  more  cominanding,  and  a 
much  plainer  testimony  against  his  errors  or  misdeeds 
W'hen  you  separate  from  him  only  in  those  things  and 
to  that  extent  in  v/hich  he  separates  from  (he  law*  of 
vour  Lord?  Is  not  tins  a  better  way  of  discriminating 
his  errors?  Docs  not  this  more  decidedly  attest  your 
love  of  scriptural  tnuh  and  Christian  orcho'^nces?  Is 
it  nOt  thus  you  act  in  all  the  common  intercourse  of 
life,  and  with  resp^^ct  to  the  ebullitions  of  corruption 
in  your* brethren? — Idy  what  strange  process  then  do 
you  arrive  at  conclasions  in  this  instance,  directly  the 
reverse  of  all  those  which  you  deem  jtist'and'saiata- 
ry  in  every  other?  It  is  very  easy;  to  be  sure,  to  de* 
ac^nt  with  much  spirit,  and  propriety  too,  upon  tbiC 
sin  and  danger  of  countenancing  erroneous  doctrines 
and  unwarrantable  practice's  in  the  church  of  God: 
but  then  th^at  is  not  the  point  in  dispute.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  simply  whether  the  giving  countenance  to  In¬ 
dividuals  an  1  churches  which  we  not  only  acknow- 
letlge  to  be  Christian,  but  to  hit  correct  and  enlight¬ 
ened  in  the  main,  amounts  to  anv  ihin^X  like  a  sanc- 
tioning  their  irregularities,  while  at  the* same  time  we 
refuse  to  join  them  in  any  thing  but  lha  which  we 
both  consider  as  agree able  to  the  co  n-.nandment  of 
the  Lord.  It,  is  hv  no  ineans-  contended  that  v/e  are 
to  go  with  any  further  :h  in  th(  y  follow’ Christ:  nay 
it  is  predicated  (hat  we  are  as  individuals  and  as 
churches  to  testify  against  every  species  and  instance 
of  iisregard  to  the  holy  commanduienc.  Uut  because 
you  testify  agtin^t  whatever  you  ^leem. wrong,  it  by 
no  irirvia  fo  lows  thu  you  sb.jul  l  refuse  your  sanc- 
Vouto  any  tUing  that  is  it  by  no.  me^s  follows 
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that  errors  in  other  evangehcaV  churches'  should 
estrange  you  entirely  from  their  fellowship,  any  mors 
than- the  things  which  you  cannr^  approve  in  the 
churches  of  your  ov/n  denomination  in['.|iOscs  on  you 
a  neci^ssiry  of  estranging  yourselves  from  them. — 
van^clicat  churches,  be  it  rememhered  we  have: 
salj.  For  though. there  may  be  in  others,  persons 
whom  upon  sufficient  acquaintance  ^'ou  feel  co;^su%v5n- 
td  to  acknowledge  an  fellow  members  of  the  Lord.,  yet 
with  diete  individuals  you  must  proceed  on  different 
principles;  for  while  a  church  is  osten5if>fy  Uhiit  upon 
"‘the  sand/'  you  are  not  to  proceed  with  her  as  if 
founded  on  the  ‘U’oek/'  You  are  certainly  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  to  maintain  no,  ;aterc»)drse  with  them  who  are 
unconnected  with  the  bouy,ol  jesus.Chi 
Wheth^ir  it  be  iudtvidaais,  or  whether  it  be  cluirch- 
ec,  ihe  fellowship  we  contend  for  is  ‘uhe  f^llovv>hip 
oi  saiuos,**  and  it  upon  the  scriplura’  evidence  that, 
they  iirc  rt  uily  such  vou  are  xve.rnuued,  nr y  command¬ 
ed  to  embr.ajr  iheiui  But  surely  this  iinposes  no  ne¬ 
cessity  vipon  you  of  folk  wing  them  in  their  dt  ptrt- 
ures  trom  the  inght  way,  or  of  mingling  the  st  If- w  il¬ 
led  devices  of  corruption  v/iih  the  ir.c  use  you  offer 
to  the  common  Lord,  if  thev  hr  particular  instances* 
will  do  so,  unhappily  mist?.king  sin  for  duty,  you  are 
by  no  means  criiisiraiiied  to  imitate  them;  but  rather* 
your  refusal  so  to  do,  your  admonitions  and  protes- 
t:iii'>ns  prudently  adaiinisit  red,  will  probaljly  be  a 
much  more  effectual  lesdinony,  and  will  certainly  be 
much  more  striking  one,  chan  if  you  separated  your- 
sell  entiivly.  from  the  good  as  well  as  evil. 

^  Which  of  these  modes  of  procedure  is  ruost  agree¬ 
able  to  the  t  xampic  set  us  oy  our  htes  ^d  Lord  and* 
his  holy  Apostles,  it  is  b\  no  means  uifficuU  to  pro- 
noimcc.  We  rest  not  the  controversy  on  the  point 
brtore  us  on  our  own  fraii  and  fallible  reasonings^ 
saii>»factory  as,  in  this/insmnce,  ciiey  really  do  app  ear. 
Let  the  persons  who  received  the  Apostlcship  ‘mot 
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of  ni'jn,  neither  by  man,”'let  ‘‘;he  true  and  the  faithful 
witness/*  instruct  us  by  thoir  own  example  how  far 
we  are  to  consider  ourselves  as  countenancing  the 
frailties  or  mistakes'of  men  by  extending  to  them  our 
fellowship  in  things'  allowable.  Let  us  see  w'hether 
thosjij  deductions  which  lash  so  unmercifully  the  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  principles  here  contended  for,  dp  not 
reach  likewise  the  backs  of  the  Apostles^ — do  not  fall 
heavily  on  our  Lord  Je;sus  Christ  himself.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  txc  pt  in  one  or  two  instances^ 
in  which  ilu  ir  own  obtrusieeness  brought  it  up(;n 
themselves,  he  never  distingei  bed  by  his  notice  the 
demeri  t  of  the  Sadducccs/  They  were  the  pluloso- 
phical  gentlemen,  the  free* thinker.^  of  the  day.  He 
throws  none  of  his  pearls  before, swine;  he  h  mours' 
them  neither  with  ccinuoversy  nor  reproof.  But  of 
his  waruhigs  directed  to  the  Sc»ihes  and  Pharisee^ 
of  their  hypocrist ,  of  their  self-righteousness,  of  their 
ahoinin  itions  {:oih  in  <loct^ine  and  in  p»^actice,  every 
child  has  heard.  With  the  lUinost  ireeooni,  and  of¬ 
ten  with  the  utmost  severity,  the  Redeemer  spoke  of 
them  boflr present  and  absent;  ^  d'liese  were  the  men 
who- sat  in  Moses*  seat;  they  w  ith  their  adlu  rents 
formed  by  far  the  most  numerous,  and  certainly  the 
mos;  hopelul  portion  of  the  Jewish  p  *ople.-  Vet,  gc- 
neially  at  least,  ‘‘being  ignorant  of  the  righteousness 
of  Ciod,**  they  vrent  about  “lo  cstalilish  their  own' 
lightcousnessd*  they  made  void  the  law  of  tied  by 
thtdr  iraditions:  they  heaped  up  to  themselves  the 
greater  damnadon  by  their  muiikited  services.  What 
wvii^  the- consetpience?  Did 'bur  Lr  rd  Jesus  Christ 
withiir.iw  f.om  their  communion,  that  he  might  not 
be  accounted  a  partaker  of  their  evil  deedsf  DtJ  he 
think  it  needful  to  break  off,  that  he  might  thereby 
testily  agaibst  their  multiplied  errors;  No  such  thing". 
H  testiiied  ininutely,  he  testihed  boldly,. hv  testifiM 
to  th  •  la:>t  against  all  error  <  nd  in  hehalt  of  all  truth; 
but  io  tty:  cUiv  of  bis  death  he  \Yas  in  communion  with 
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that  church;  and  never  shunned  any  of  her  ordinan-  / 
ces,  nev'er  absented  himself  from  any  part  of  her 
commiinion,  because  most  of  her  ‘meinbers  were  a 
disgTRce  to  their  profession.  He  never  commanded 
his  disciples  to  withdraw,  lest  they,  weak  and  igno¬ 
rant,  should  be  ensnared  by  those  corruptions:  ‘‘ihc 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,*^  said  he,  ‘Vu  in  Moses*  seat: 
all,  therefore, .whatsoever  they  bid  you  observe,  that 
a!3serve  and  do;  but  do  not  ye  after  their  works:  for. 
they  say  and  do  not/**  They  were  however  to 
ware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees**;  they  were  to^ 
‘‘obey  God  rather  than  man**;  they  were  to  cleave  tO' 
the  Pharisees  as  authorised  teachers  injhetrue  though" 
unhappily  very  corrupt  church  of  God,  as  far  as  they 
clave  to  the  ordinances  of  divine  appointment;  they 
were  to  unite,  and  dll  ca.st  out  o«  the  synagogues  they 
did  unite,  with  the  whole  body  of  the  Jewish  people 
as  far  as  they  walked  in  the  way  prescriix'd:  l)iit  they 
did  nothing  more.  And  this  casting  out  of  thdsyria^ 
gogue  was  the  .way  in  which  our  jLord  w’arnecl  them' 
that  they  would  be  separated  from  a  very  corrupt 
communion,  because  that  church  would  not  bear  a* 
faithful  testimony  to  truth.  Here  then  we  have  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  most  decided  kind  that  you  may  testify 
against  mea*s  errors  without  separating  from  their 
coinnninion:  and  that  the  being  cast  outy  not  the  going' 
out^  is  the  regular  mode  of  separation  from  a  church  \ 
ol  the  character  in  question.  But  it  she  be  God*s 
church,  however  defaced,  however  impure,  however 
erroneous  in  innumerable  points^  you  act  far  other¬ 
wise  than  did  our  Lord,  or  than  his  disciples  -  were 
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church,  so  that  men  could  not- withdraw  under  those 
circumstances  without  unchurching  themselves  en¬ 
tirely.  And  so  you  maydnvent  a  thousand  other  sa¬ 
pient  distinctions.  But  all  that  kind  of  discrimination 
is  perfectly  idle.  -The  facta_  prove  that  testimony  a- 
gainst  that  which  is  wrong  may  be  maintained  widi* 
out  abstaining  from  fellowship  in  that  w'hich  i  s  right. 
And  yeur  maintaining  that  the  necessaiy  unity  of  the 
church  in  those  days,  because  there  wlis  but  the  one 
temple,  was  the  thing  that  prevented  a  complete  se¬ 
paration,  is  begging  the  question.  How  do  you  know 
that  this  was  the  'reason  of  our  Lprd’s  conduct  and 
of  his  injunction  upon  his  disciples?  Me  does  not  say  ^ 
so!  It  is  no  where  so  written  in  any  portion  of  the 
scriptures.  Whence  then  did  you  gather  it? — V^erily 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  Scribes  aiid  Pharisees  were  not 
the  only  people  vv^lio  have  set  up  their  traditions  to 
tnake  void, the  law  of  God.  But  would  it  not  be  ra* 
ther  strange  if  the  reason  suggested  should  happen  to 
be  the  true  one!  According  to  the  assumption,  we  are 
bound  to  separate  from  acknowledged  Christians  in 
every  thing,  because  we  believe  them  to  be  wrong  in 
many  things;  and  unless  vve  separate  we  countenance 
their  error:  but  according  to  the  niatter^ef  fact,  under 
a  former  dispensation,  oar  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  his 
disciples  could  not  separate,  because  there  was  but 
the  one  temple,  and  at  this  all  micst  worship.  Strange 
indeed  if  the  constitutions  of  God  thus  interfere  with 
on^another!  if  they  thus  smite  against  one  another! 
and  matters,  through  the  influence  of  human  depravity, 
get  into  such  a  state  that  one  or  the  other  of  God^s 
constitutions  miiot  give  way!  !  ‘^Tell  it  not  in  Gaih, 
publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon:  lest  the 
daughters  of  the  Philistines  rejoice,  lest  the  daughters 
of  the  uncircuracisfxl  triumph.,’"— —'^1  arft  distressed 
for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan’’ ! 

Bu.  it  is  not  barely  under  the  Jewish  dispensation 
that  we  find  our  Lord  himself  proceeding  upon  prin- 
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c)plts  directly  opp(  site  to  those  which  in*our  oay  are 
supposed  so  necessary  to  preserve  the  conscience 
clean:  the  very  same  thing  has  been  done  by  him  sinc^ 
the  inttodoction  of  the  new  dispensation.  Look  at 
his  epistles  to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia,  Mark 
the  requisitions  contained  in  those  epistles.  And  then 
sav,  if  you  can,  that’  any  trace  of  the  .modern  spirit 
and  modern  mode  of  managing  testimonies- against 
the  people  of  God  is  any  where  tq  be  found.  Against 
“the  Nicolaitanes,”  against  those  who  held  ‘‘the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Balaam,”  against  siichas  said  they  w^re  Jews 
and  were  not,  but  were  the  synagogue  of  Satan,  you  will 
find  a  forcible  and  ample  testimony.  You  will  see 
the  followers  of  the  Lamb  commended  for  withdraw¬ 
ing  themselves  from  such,  and  for  tVying  “them  which 
said  they  were  Apostles,  and  were  not.”'  But  with 
respect  to  the  multitudes  of  defections  among  the 
pc.)i>ie  of  God  themselves  you  hear  of  no  such  thing. 
Though  there  tvere  only  “a  few  names  in  Sardis” 
who  had  kept  themselves  in  every  respect-  as  it  was 
their  .dyty  to  have  done,  yet  you  do  not  fmd  those 
few  reproved  because  they  had  not  withdrawn  them¬ 
selves  from  the  great  mass  whose  works  were  not 
found  “perfect  before  God.”  You  do  not  read  that 
they  were  enjoined'  thus  to  withdraw  that  their  testi¬ 
mony  might  be  maintained.  And  even  upon  the 
church  of  Thyatira,  still  more  unpromising  as  her 
condition  was,  we  read  that  he  imposed  this  burden 
only:  “that  •  which  thou  hast  already  hold  fast  till  L 
come.”  Here  indeed  the  laxity  of  discipline  is  se¬ 
verely  blamed;  for  ,g*oss  breaches  of  the  law  of  God 
had. been  committed:  but  this  was  not  a  reason  why 
the  purer  portion  should  withdraw.  It  was  their  bu¬ 
siness  to^  “hold  fast.”  How  much  worse, the  condi¬ 
tion  of  most  of  those  churches  was  than  that  of  most 
modem  evangelical  churches  from  which  it  is  held 
needful  to  stand  entirely  separate;  and  how  much 
mote  flagrant  than  uiodera  diftcrehces  in  points  of 
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“doubtful  disputatiQn,”  were  the  departures  that  cal* 
ltd  for  no  such  ineatures  then,  he  who  runs  may 
read.  * 

'  Precisely  in 'Conformity  with  these  views  do  we 

m  0 

find  the  Aposdes  acting.  When  the  church  of  Gala* 
tia,  after  beginning  “■iiuhe  Sjurit,”  sought  to  be  “made 
perfect  by  the  flesh,”  the  Apostle  Paul  feared  lest  he 
had  “bestowed  upon  her  labour  in  vain:”  he  argues, 
he  illustrates,  he  reproves,  he  threatens,  he  laments; 
hut  it  is  no, where  written  that  he  separated  from  her 
communion,  or  enjoined  it  upon  others  so  to  do,  in 
order  to  bear  testimony  against  her  defections  from 
the  faith.  They  who  troubled  her  are  spoken  of  as 
pernicious  and  malignant  persons  upon  whom  the 
-Apostle  wished  that,  for  the  deliverance  of  the  bre* 
thren,  God  would  lay  his  heavy  hand;— he  wished 
<‘thcy  were  even  cut  off;”  but  that  Paul  thought  their 
recovery  hopeless,  notwithstanding  the  pit  into  which 
they  had  fallen;  or  that  he  thought  himself  or  other 
faithful  men  obliged  to  separate  from  them  to  dis* 
countenance  their  error,  is  very,  very  far  fiom  ap¬ 
pearing  from  his  epistles.  The  whole  spirit  they 
breathe  teaches  us  the  contran’.  And  yet  fiow  ma¬ 
lignant  were  those  errors,  how  disastrous  those  de¬ 
partures,  compared  with  what  is  to  be  complained  of 
among  evangelical  churches,  everyone  must  see;  un¬ 
less  indeed.it  be  the  man  who,  inaitentiee  to  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  case,  regards  every  error  vicious  because 
he  testifies  against  it,  and  every  fault  of' the  utmost 
consequence  because  it  has  elicited  ahe  vigour  of  his 
arm.  Suclr characters  we  muaiiinjjn^r  for  an  answer 
to  our  quotation  from  Dr.  Owem  in  the  preceding 
-  number,  page  486.  “You  seldom  see  a  man  take  up 
,  a  bye  -  opinion,”  &c. 

,  Now  though  it  is  certainly  true  that  the  Christian 
church  in  those  ages  was  not  divided  as  at  present, 
amd  therefore  that  the  cases  are  not  perfectly  parallel; 
yet  let  it  teach  us  that  divi&ions  often  have  been  made 
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upon  grounds  most  unscriptural,  under  the'  pretence 
of  testifying  against  error;  and  that  we  are  bound  to 
no  such  abstinence.  It  certainly  shews  us  moreover 
tliat,  however  circumstances  may  differ  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  yet  in  the  nature  of*  the  thing  there  is  no  ne¬ 
cessity  for  a  refraining  from  all  intercourse  and  fel¬ 
lowship  in  order  to  testify  against  corruptions  not  in¬ 
consistent  with  a  sound  profession.  If  no  such  thing 
was  requisite  while  the  Christian  church  was  one,  by 
what  rule  d.>  t’ou  find  it  now  more  necessary,  when 
she  is  unhappily  shattered?  If  then  men  could  com¬ 
municate  together  who  professedly  held  the  head,  and 
yet  could  “bear  testimony  to  the  evil”  wherever  the 
evil  was  conceived  to  be,  why  not  do  so  now?  Why 
is  your  total  abstinence  from  the  cpmmunion  of  ano¬ 
ther  denomination  needful  as  a  testimony  against  »ome 
of  their  doctrines  and  practices,  if  the  same  was  not 
necessary'  w’hile  the  churches  were  yet  one,  and  is  not 
now  judged  necessary  within  your  own  denomina¬ 
tion  ?  ^  ' 

Crying  oiit  therefore  against  the  criminality  of 
holding  fellowship  with  those  who  unhappily  mistake 
or  perversely  neglect  some  Christian  regulation  or 
salutary  truth, — saying  that  in  doing  so  we  sanction 
their  ihisdeeds,  support  their  errors,  declare  ourselves 
in  every  respect  one  with  them;— is  to  strike  at  the 
Apostles,  is  to  villify  the  conduct  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  never  sanciumed  any  man's  enormity, 
who  never  gave  lountenance  to  erroneous  principles, 
who  atvaya  protested  in  favour  of  the  trn.h,  but  who 
never  separated,  in  the  worst  of  times  never  separa¬ 
ted  himself  from  any, further  than  they  separated  rrom 

the  law  of  truth.  -  *  _ u- 

If  in  order  to  faithfulness  you  .judge  such  a  course 
needful,  you  must  ever  act  as  you  think  fit.  But  re- 
•  member  that  in  dt'ing  so,  you  act  not  only  without  a 
scriptural  warrant,  but  in  direct  o;)position  to  all  scrip- 
turtd  example.  Thin  then' you  cannot  call  “the  good 
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old  way,”  however  pleasing  to  your  he;  ted  spirit' 
here  you  are  notlollowing  the  ^‘footsteps -of  the  flock,” 
unless  you  choose-to  consecrate  with  that  venerable 
name  their  obvious  defections  from  “the  footsteps”  cf 
their  nriaster.  You  ha.  e' therefore  no  right  to  enjoin 
h.upon  others  to  follow  your  example:  you  have  no 
feason  to  separate  from  those  whom  in  all  other  re¬ 
spects  you  would  call  faithful  brethren,  because  they 
are  in  this  case  the  imitators  of  him  who  breaks  not 
the  bruised  n.ed,  nor  leaves  his  brethren  to  themselves 
because  of  their  many  and  lamentable  imperfections. 
And  however  fiequently  those  questions  may  recur, 
>why  then  remain  separate  at  all?  Or  how’join  in 
Christian  fellowship  ivith  a  church  w  hich  still  perse¬ 
veres  in  those  defections  that  at  first  occasioned  the 
division:*  Ict,'^ we  beseech  you,  the  answers  that  have 
been  furnishet’  recur  along  with  them;— it  is  obvious 
from  uur  Lord’s  conduct,  and  that  of  his  Apostles, 
that  most  of  those  separations  among  evangclictil 
churches  have  taken  place  in  an  unscriptu.ral  mantter 
^  and  upon  unscriptural  grounds.  There  never  maa 
good  reason  for  such  secession;  a  testimony  for  trutR 
ahd  a  walk  of  purity  might  have  been  maintained 
without  it.  And  as  such  differences  never  loere^  they 
cannot  now  be  a  ground  of  parting  fellowship  in  mat¬ 
ters  about  which  all  are  agreed.  Nevertheless,  for 
the  reasons  already  submitted,  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  all  distinctiions  should  be  in  a  moment  done  away> 
Commune  together  the  churches  may,  at  once  and 
without  injury;  it  will  tend  to  draw  them  nearer  and 
nearer  in  the  bonds  of  charity:  but  hastily  and  per¬ 
fectly  unitey  they  obviously  cannot;  it  would  bring 
-  ^leir  habits  und  views  into  perpetual  conflict,  and  we 
know  who  ha’h  said  “an  house  divided  against  itself 
cannot  stand.”,  7’he  one  course  would  ripen  for  a 
permanent  a.nd  salutary  union;  wbil’  in  the  mean  time 
the  benefit  of  nothing  Christian  in  which  they  agree 
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is  lost:  the  other  would  render  union  itself  a  griev¬ 
ance,  and  secure  no  comfortable  prospest  of  benefit 
from  anything.  .  . 

‘But  is  it  not  written,’  it  is  urged  with  pertinacity' 
and  triumph,  ‘is  it  not  written  in /the  sTcriptures, 
“Cease  my  son  from  the  instruction  that  catiseth  to , 
err” — ‘'Come  out  of  her;  my  people,  that  ye  be’  not 
partakers  of  her  sins”-— “Withdjaw  yourselves  from 
every  brother  that  walketh  disorderly,”  &c.  &c.  And 
is  not  the  holding  fellowship  with  other  churches 
which  we  believe  to  be  disorderly,  a  most  daring  vi¬ 
olation  of  these  positive  injunctions^’  Yea  it  is  doubt¬ 
less  so  written,  and  it  becomes  all  men  to  be  careful 
how  by  their  own  traditions,  and  by  the  interpretations 
of  their  self-will,  they  make  void  the  law  of  God. 
But  what  mean  you  by  that  injunction,  “qease  my 
sort' from  the  instruction  that  causeth  to  'err’’^  or  ra¬ 
ther,  what  does  the  scripture  mean  by  it?  Thai  in¬ 
junction  was  delivered  so  long  ago  as  the  days  of 
Solomon.  We  have  often  heard  what  kind  of  teach¬ 
ers  were  “the  Scribes  and  Pli  irisees,  who  sat  in  Mo¬ 
ses*  seat.”  And  yet  our  blessed  Lord  was  in  the 
habit  of  attending  on  the  Sabbath-days  the  synagogues 
of  those  teachers:  he  likewise  enjoined  it  upon  his 
disciples,  “All  therefore  whatsoever  they  bid  you  ob¬ 
serve,  that  observe, and  do.”  No  commandment  was 
laid  upon  any  Jew  to  cease  from  the  worship  of  those 
congregations  which,  however  corrupted  in  very  n\p- 
nv  respects,  were  still  the  congregations  of  the  Lord. 
And  yet  you  will  hardly  undertake  to  say  that  our 
blessed  master  authorised  men  to  disregard  his  own 
injunction,  by  the  mouth  of  his  servant  Solomon. 
You  give  therefore  a  wrong  interpretation  to  the  pas¬ 
sage:  the  very  conduct  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Apos¬ 
tles,  who  still  conformed  so  much  to  Jewish  rites  af¬ 
ter  the  dispensation  which  required  them  rWas  done 
away— that  very  conduct  shews  that  your  interpreta- 
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lion' ii  inadmissible.  Our  Lord  nex^sr,  encouraged 
ur  sanctioned  the  unholy '  traditions  of  the  elders, 
though  he  bade  his  disciples  go  where  they  must  have 
been  often  heard;  the  Apcsiles  never  encouraged  and 
emboldened  men  to  cleave  to  Judaism  and  njsct  the 
New  Testament  order  of  things,  though  they  so  often 
attended  and  even  conformed  to  rites  no  longer  obli¬ 
gatory.  By  ceasing  from  the  instructions,  or  from 
hearing  the  instructions  that  cause  to.err,  we  cannot 
■  therefore  understand  that  we  are  to  keep  away  from 
•  every  worshipping  assembly,  or  from  every  Christian 
crdinance,  where  it  is  probable,  and  even  certain,  that 
T/e  may  see  and  hear  some  things  which  we  cannot 
approve.  The  meaning  obviously  is  that  we  are  not 
to  give  a  wiiling  ear  to  such  instructions,  that  we 
^  must  not  approve  them,  must  not  comply  with  them, 
bat  ‘‘try  the  spirits  whether  they  be  of  God.”  Yet 
».o  far  as  God  is  worshipped  we  are  never  heless  to 
'  unite  in  his  worship;  and  in  so  far  as  his  saving  truth 
is  "made  known,  we  arc  to  distinguish  it,  to  receive 
it,  to  rejoice  in  it.  Therefore  it  was  that  while  our  ' 
•Lord  bade  his  disciples  attend  to  those  instructors, 
he  uniforndy  cautioned  them  likewise  to  beware  of 
their  ctrors.  Interpret  the  passage  in  any  other  way, 
and  you  cannot  avoid  making  our  blessed  Lord  him¬ 
self  and  all  his  Apostles  the  prompters  and  open  coua- 
tenancers  of  error.  For  you  cannot  say  that  one  rule 
oi  procedure  was  applicable  to  them  and  to. that  age, 
and  that  another  rule-  is  to  be  pursued  in  our  age, 
without  at  the  same  time  denying  that  they  are  our 
exemplars  whom  we  are  to  imitate.  But  indeed,  ufj- 
on  this  subject,  there  is  infinitely  less  pains  taken  to 
bhew  how  the  Groat  Pattern  and  his  inspired  follow-  . 
ers  acted,  than  to  display  a  multitude  of  reasons  why 
we  should  NO  P  conform  to  their  ex  ample.  And 
-  yet,  strange  to  be  told!  thosi  very  passages  oi'  scri|>- 
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ture  to  which  men  now  appeal,  ar6  the  orie<  whkh 
existed  or  were  dfetated  in  Meir.  days,  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Metr  conduct,  under  the  circumstan’ces.of 
/Jietr  case.  How  marvellously  Avords  can  change 
their  meaning  f  ^ 

The  other  two  passages  cbmmony  alleged  are,  if 
pbssible^  still  less  to  ihe  purpose.  That  contmand^  , 
•♦Come  out  of  her  my  people,**  &c.  so  frequently 
brought  forward  as  an  argument  against  all  Christian 
fellowship  with  defective  churches,  was  addressed  by 
the  Redeemer  to  his  scattered  people  in-  the  church' 
of  'Rome,  at  a  very  advanced  period  of  her  apo^acyr 
She  had  long  ceased  entirely  to  “hold  the  head;**  shfc- 
had  long  been  known  as  “the  mother  of  harlots  and 
abominations  of  the  earth;**  she  had  long  made  tht 
nations  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  saintsr  and 
yet  (wonderful  to  think  of!  Considering,  the  purposer 
for  which  this  passage  is  adduced),  it  was  not'evett 
at  the  commencement  of  her  apostacy,  it  was  not  till 
that  very  advanced  stage  of  it  which  syncHronieeh 
with  the  predictions  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Re^ 
velations,' that  h  became  the  imperious  duty  of 'the 
people  of  God  absolutely  and  entirely  to  withdraw 
even  front  her  communion.  'AVheh  long-suffering  -, 
and  patience,  had  been  exerted  to  the  utmost,  wheft 
that  barren  and  baleful  tree  had  been  fruitlessly  r^-  • 
visited  for  many  an  age,  when  her  sins  had  reached 
to  heaven,  when  God  was  just  about  to  let  loose  his 
fearful  judgments  as  upon  a  creature  u/lr-'then, 
but  not  till  then,  was  that  comraamlment  . issued, 
“Come  out  of  her  my  peoptc;^  for  grievous  as  w^ 
her  sore,  it  seems  God  had  a  people  in  her  s'tHl.  Anft 
who  can  say  how  many  may  yet  be  in  her,  who- do 
not  hear  his  voice  in  that  particular,  and  according  .to 
the  threatening  are  “partakers  of  her'plagues**?  Whbn 
you  find  an  evangelical  church  circumstanced  likb 
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Borne,  when  you  find  a  people  whose  ignorance  and 
corruptions^  and  disorders' you  lament,  but  whomne* 
vertheless  you  diseerri  to  be  “sealed  with  that  holy 
spirit  of  promise,'*-  and  shewing  that  they  walk  in  the 
spirit  by  producing  in  their  theasure  “the- fruits  of 
the  spirii’^^-^hen  you  see  such  a  church  and  such  a 
people  circumstanced-like  Rome,  at  that  period  of  hCr 
corruptidn  noticed  in  the  ptophecy,  then  you  may  re- 
^rberate,  then  you  may  obey  that  voice  from  hea¬ 
ven,  “Come  out  of  her  my  people.*'  .  But  you  are  in 
the  mean  time  to  recollect  tnat  by  taking  passages  of 
^i^cripture  itut  of  their  connexion,  and  applying  them 
ini  cases  utterly  foreigpi  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  employed,  you  not  only  make  plain 
.things  “hard' to  be  imdentood;**.but  you.  certainly 
approximate  a  *Svresting  of  the  scriptures"  to  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  ctHurches,  if,  through  the  infinite  mer¬ 
cy  of  God,  it  be.  not  to.  your  own-  it  is  extremely 
til- advised,  my. brother,  it  is  dangerous,  it’is  ruinous, 
thus  to  bend  into  an  or to  even  little 
controversy,  those  passages  of  ‘scripture  oi  .  such 
Weighty  import,  “the  sense’*^  of  which  “is  not  msmy* 
Ibid,  bm  one.**' 

*Bpt  is  it  not  a  fact  that  every  individual  and- every 
church  which  errs  in  doctrine  or  in  practice  irom  the 
^Written  wbH,  is  a  disorderly  walker?  And  docs  not 
fbu  A^stle  Paul  command  us,  “in  the  name  of  our 

Christ,**  to  witlulfaw  ourselves  “from 
every  brother  that  walketh  disorderly,  and- not  after 
%  tradition  which  he  received**  of  hkn?*'  To  this  it 
Ijaight  be  abundantly,  sufficient  to  object  that  the  pas¬ 
sage  cannot  be  interpreted  in  the  sense  and  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  for  whichit  is  brought,  forward,  without  making 
Ac  Apostle*s  own  example  contradict  his  precept, 
jfle  never  thus  withdrew,  he  never  threatesjed  thus  to 
,Vi(bdcair  himself  from,  the  disorderly  churches  of 
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Corinth  and  Galatia.  He  makes  it  no  part  oi  the 
fault  of  the  more  stedfast  in  either  of  them  that  the|r 
had  not  thus  withdrawn  from  their  offending  bre¬ 
thren.  And  in  the  numerous  controversies  on  which 
he  has  decided  relative  to  meats,  and  holy-days,  and 
things  offered  to  idols,  he  is  far  from  teaching  that 
his  tradition,  his  exposition  on  the  subject,  however 
authentic,  should  be  submitted  to  on  pain  of  expul¬ 
sion.  '  Such  as.  received  and  acquiesced  in  the  Apos¬ 
tle's  view  are  not  commanded  to  withdraw  themselves 
frzxtL  every  member,  who  walked  not  according  to  the 
tradition  then  delivered.  No:  the  conclusion  of  the 
whole  matter  is,  *det  ever}  man  be  frmly  persuaded 
in  his  own  mind;**  and  the  common  duty  is  declare^ 
to  be  that  *'we  judge  not  another  man's  servant.**  ■  ■■ 
Clearly  then  the  injunction  before  us  must  be  made 
to  cover,  iihmensely  more  than  the  Apostle  had  io 
his  eye,  or  we  shall  have  hino  times  without  number,, 
both  by  precept  and  example,  contradicting_his  owa 
principles  as  set  down  in  the__words  under  considera¬ 
tion.  The  same  remarks  might  be  nvade  with  respect 
to  our  Lord's  own  conduct  while  on  earthy  and  to  the 
glaring  omission  which  upon^this  principle  must  be 
admitted  in  his  epistles  to  nvosrofnhe  seven  churcheo 
of  Asia.  Thosi'  .churches  are  repeatedly  applauded 
for  withdrawing  from,  or  rather  for  rejecting  the  cor¬ 
rupt  Nicolaitanes  and'  Gnostics,  persons  who  mado 
void  entirely  the  gospel  of  his  gracer  but  they  are  no 
where  censured  for  neglecting  to  pursue-  the  course 
attempted  to  be  imposed  by  the.  quotation  in  question,, 
in  rciatioti  to  m  .ny  among  themselves  who  were  far 
from  abiding  in  every  thing  by  the  rules  laid  doum 
in  acripturc.  And  yet  any  attentive  reader  of  those 
epistles  must  see  that  they  had  not  pursued  that 
course.  Once  more  then  we  .must  object  to  this  ar-. 
bitrary  mode  of  iuterpreting  scriptures  without  anjr 
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regSfd  to  the  connt'ition  in  which  they  stand,  or  to  ihf 
circumstances  to  which  they  have  respect. 

'  ■  The  fact  is  that  the  Apostle  is  not  speaking  of  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  church  discipline  at  all:  and  it  is  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  the  injunction  to  withdraw  Has  the  most  remote 
reference  to  Christian  ordinances.  The  passage  is  as 
■follows:  “Now  we  comthand  you,  brethren,  in  the 
“  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  withdraw, 
“yourselves  from  every  brother  that  walketh  disor- 
“  dcrly,  and  .not'after  the  tradition  which  he  received 
“  of 'us.  For  yourselves  know  how  ye  ought  to  foT- 
‘*low  us:  roR  WE  behaved  not  ourselves  disoe- 
“derly  among  you;  neither  did  we  eat  any 
“man’s  bread  for  nought;  but  wrought  with 
“  labour  and  travail  night'  AHO  day,  that 

**  WE  MIGHT  NOT  BE  CHA'RGEABLE  TO  ANT  OF  YOU: 
“  not  because  we  have  not  power,  but  to  make  our- 
**  selves  an  ensaroplc'unto  you'to  follow  us.  Forevcn 
“  when  we  werc’with  vou,  this  we  commanded  you, 
“  thafij  any  man  wuld'not  vork^  neither  abould  he  eatt 
For  WE-.  HEAR  TM'AT  THERE  ARE  SOME 
“  WHICH  WALK  AMONG  YOU  DISORDERLY,  WORKINB 
“  not  at  ALL,  but  ARE  BUSY  BUDIBS.  .•  NoW  them 
“  that  are  such  we  .command,  and.exkort  by  our  L«*rd 
“  Jesus  Christ,  that  with  quietness  they  work;  and  eat 
“  their  ovm  bread'.  But  ye,  brethren',  be  noY  weary  in 
wvlldong.;  And  if  any  m  an  obey  not  our  wo'kd^ 
“by  THIS  EPISTLE,  nOtS  MAH  AtTO  HAVR  H9> 

*  COMPAHT  Mira  HI  My  rUAf  KE  ■  StAT  BM  ASHAMED. 

u  Yet  count  him  noi-,as  an  enemy,  nut  admonish  hitn 
“as  a'  brother.”  Sl-Xhess.  iii.  &— I5v  ^Whai  the 
Apostle  means  by  disorderly  walkers,  in  the  'sixth 
verse,  he  immediately  explains  by  adverting  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  walked  among  them;  Anci 
in  the  eleventh  verse  we  fmd  him  giving  the  reasois 
foe  the  injuuctiop  he  had  Just  laid  on  them:  ^\for  wD, 
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hear,'*  says  he,  *^that  there  are  tome  which  walk  aikOng- 
you  ditordcrly^working  not  at  all,  but.  are  buty-bodiet.**' 
These  then  tv  ere  the  people  whom  the ’Apostle  calls 
ditorderly;  and  he  says  that  his  reason  for  giving  tlve 
command  in  question  was  that  he  kad  heard  there 
were  such  in  Thessalonica.  Persons  who  calculatsd 
on  living  entirely  upon  the  liberality  of  their  hrethrenf' 
for  which  the  notorious  liberality  of  Christians  ih 
that  age  cfToraed  them  great  opportunity.  And  as 
people  who  have  nothing  to  do,  or  who  neglect  theii* 
proper  business  and  live  upon  their  friends,  are  of 
course  exposed  to  all  the  temptations  incident  tO' 
idleness;  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  churth 
,  of  Thessalonica  should,  under  these  circumstances, 
be  infested  with  “busy-bodies,”  who  as  they  had  ho»> 
thing  to  do  but  talk,  and  nt>  concerns  of  their  owrn  to- 
employ  their  minds,  would  naturally  “busy’*  them¬ 
selves  about  their  neighbpurs*^concerns,  and  to  thtt 
vice  of  lounging  join  most  of  the  vices  of  the  tongucr 
1  he  mischitis  of  such  a  state  of  things  any  body  can- 
imagine.  Now  w’hat  was  the  Apostle’s  remedy? 
“Withdraw  yourselves  fiom”  such,  sa)*s  he;  “note 
jsuch  men,  and  have  no'corr.pany  wdth  them,  that  they 
may  be  ashamed.”  Do  not  associate  with  them:  give 
them  no  kind  of  conntenaoce:  and  when  your  tabl's 
fails  thena  they  will  be  obliged  to  work.  Do  not  lis- 
t'.-n  to  their  “whisperings  and  backbitings:”  discoun¬ 
tenance  by  every  mean  their  intermeddling  spirit: 
shame  will  compel  them  to  hold  their  tongue.  This 
It  must  be  granted  was  the  best  mode  of-treating  tat¬ 
tlers.  A  craving  appetite  would  speak  more  in 

1)raioe  of  industry  than  a  thousand  friendly  cautions; 
md  to  make  an  idler  work  is  the  best  of  all  luethodis- 
or  suppressing  the  mischiefs  of  a  restless  tongue. 
When  people  find  something  else-to  do  than  gadding, 
thout,  they  are  generally  little  disposed  to  cv  llect  or 
t:taU  the  news  of  the  nelghbourliood. 
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Such  then  is  evidently  the  Apostle’s  drift.  Sucli 
js  the  kind  of  persons  from  whom  he,  commands  us 
to  withdraw.  He  addresses;  himself  moreover  to  the 
great  body  of  the  faithful,  in  their  individual  capaci¬ 
ty:  he  does  not  say,  as  in  the  case  of  the  incestuous 
person  at  Corinth,  “in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  when  ye  are  gathered  together,  and  my  spirit, 
with  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  deliver 
such  an  one  unto  Satan  for  the  destruction  of  the 
flesh,  that  the  spirit  may  be  saved  iu  the  day  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.**  The  disorders  of  Thessalonica  were 
of  such  a  nature  as  can  with  difficulty  be  made  objects 
of  church  discipline;  and  can  in  fact  never  be  so 
treated  until  the  evil  has  increased  to  a  very  great^ 
degree.  Yet  every  body  can  discern  the  evil;  every 
body  have  it  in  their  power  to  apply  tlie .  proper  re¬ 
medy;  they  have  only  to  withhold  bread  from  the 
saunterer,  and  their  ear  from  the  .busy-body,  and  the 
means  and  incentives  to  his  criminal  and  injurious 
course  will,  be  at  once  cut  off.  This  then  is  exactly 
what  the  Apostle  direcf-s  to  in  the  passage  before  us: 
and  powerfully  as  these  words  hive  been  often  wield¬ 
ed  to  beat  down  every  thing  like  intercourse  among 
Christians  of  different  denominations,  there  is  no  I 
small  reason  to  apprehend  that  if  all  the.  churches  | 
rightly  understood  and  faithfully  practised  them,  the  ■ 
'men  by  whom  they  are  handled  with  most  dexterity  j 
and'  warmth  would  often  be  the  first  to  feel  their  I 
weight.  ^  I 

The  coriimunion  of  saints  then,  though  it  be  “evi 
tended  to  all  those  who  in  every  place  call  upon  thtl 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  hy  no  means  contravene  ■ 
any  of  those  scriptures  which  are  supposed  to  mawB 
against  it.  It  neither  binds  us  to  walk  with  anfH 
Christian  man,  farther  than  he  walks  in  the  commanuB 
‘ments  of  the  Lord;  nor  does  it  cut  us  off  from  tn® 
privilege  of  walking  with  the  churches  so  far  as 
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do  this,  tlioiigh  in  many  things  bt-side  they  may  be 
wanting  to  their  duty,  and  in  many  things  contrary  to 
it.  It  neither  countenances  the  supposition  that  we 
approve  of  eveiV  thing  in  the  chutches  with  which 
we  hold  Christian  fellowship;  n.ir  does  it  seal  up  our 
lips  from  testifying  against  their  errors.  '  In'  one 
won',  the  truths  which  they  do  hold  correctly,  the 
ordinances  which  they  do, administer  rightly,  are  the 
Lord’s  truths,,  are  the  Lord’s  oidinances:  these  we 
jnay  partake  with  other  Christian  men,  wherever  we 
can  find  them.  But  their  ignorance,  their  errors,  their 
perverseness,  their  evil  practices  are  their  own:  from 
these  we  must  in  all  cases  not  only  abstain,- but  we 
must  testify  against  them.  TTius  did  our  Lord  in 
the  church  of  the  Jews;  thus  did  his  Apostles  among 
the  churches  of  the  Gentiles:  and  unless  we  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  say  that  no  denoinination  except  our  own  is 
a  church  of  Jesus  Christ,  unless  we  refuse  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  fruits  of  his  Spirit,  and  to  extend  our  love 
and.  countenance  where  he  has  shed  his  grace,  wc 
must  do  as  thev% 

‘But  what  shall  we  do  with  our  confession’s  of  faith 
upon  this  principle?  What  force  can  they  have  as  tes¬ 
timonies  for  truth  or  barriers  against  error,  if  we  open' 
'ur  gates  to  men  who  refuse  to  subscribe  them,  and 
UB  ..urselves  to  churches  that  adopt  a  different  stand- 
rd?’  This  is  the  last  objection  we  can  . pretend  to  no¬ 
ice:  it  does  not  need  a  very  laboured  answer.  Men 
iistaktf  entirely  the  nature  and  intentions  of  confes- 
lons  of  faith,  distended  like  those  in  modern  use, 
htn  they  can  allow  therhselves  to  suppose  that  an  ob- 
ction  drawn  from  that  quarter ‘has  any  bearing  on 
e  point  in  hand;  It  has  already  been  shewn  that  even 
cramcntal  commurion  amounts  to  nothing  like  a  de- 
aration  of  our  agreement  in  most  matters  of  Chris- 
n  faith.  This  is  not  at  all  the  design  of  the  ortli- 
nces.  Even  those  confessions  upon  which  the  last 
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Etand  is  made  will  ttll  you  that  this  is  by  no  means 
their  design.  Mtn  who  make  use  of  them  as  a  tes« 
timony  of  their  agreement  in  a  circle  of  Christian 
doctrines,  and  as  a  declaration  of  their  adherence  to 
the  same  cohftssion  of  faith,  are  not  only  guilty  of 
perverting  them  to  a  purpose  for  which  they  were 
.never  ordained,  but  they  do  so  in  the  very  teeth  of 
that  confession  to  which  they  thereby  profess  to  set 
their  seal. — If  then  your  communing  with  a  Christian 
brother,  or  a  Christian  church,  does  not  express  your 
.adherence  to  certain  standardfj  how  does  your  hold¬ 
ing  fellowship  with  one  who  does  not  profess  to  re¬ 
ceive  those  standards,  imply  a  desertion  of  them  on 
wur  part?  How  does  it  attest  yf)ur  agreement  in  any 
matter  save  those  ,  great  truths  about  which  you  are  ' 
then  conversant,  and  to  which  alone  your  communion 
has  respect  ? 

But  were  it  indeed  the  case  that  participation  la 
the  sacraments  amounted  to  a  declaration  of  our 
agreement  in  the  same  ecclesiastical  standards,  then 
must  the  churches  be  enormously  guilty  in  making 
their  standards  so  extensive  and  minute.  It  is  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  that  the  “weak  in  the 
faith”  should  be  received,  that  “babes  in  understand-  '| 
ing’*  shall  be  admitted  to  bis  courts;  and  if  the  objec¬ 
tion  is  a. sound  one,  you  muU  pair  down  your  stand¬ 
ards,  you  nnust  moderate  the  effulgence  of  your  glo¬ 
rious  and  lucid  testi .monies  to  the  truth  of  God:  for 
that  which  tl.e,  labour  of  years  has  produced,  that 
which  the  research  of  generations  has  unfolded,  that 
which  the  most  enlightened  of  the  fathers  have  stu¬ 
diously  put  together,  never  can  be  an  object  for  a 
babe  to  grasp,  nor.  will  any  honest  man  call  hint 
“weak  in  the  fai  h,**  in  the  Apostle’s  sense  of  those 
words,  who  is  able  to  say  of  it  with  a  good  and  an 
enlightened  conscience, ‘all  this  is  agreeable  to  the 

word  of  Godj  to  this  1  set  my  look  about 
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Muong  your  churche^l  How  few  in  them  have  read> 
how  very  few  are  capable  of  fathoming  thow  vast  and 
pi-egnant  productions  which  most  evangelical  church*  . 
es  hold  up  as  the  standards  of  their  doctrine,  and  their 
le&tioioay'for  trutbl  Tliey  cbntain  the  substance  of 
all  the  light  of  all  the  learned  of  every  preceding  age. 
Verily  if  no  man  is  worthy  the  communion  of  the 
ehurcn  whose  powers  of  research  cannot  fathom  thia# 
if  no  man  may  be  acknowledged  as  a  faithful  brother^ 
except  he  sets  his  seal  to  this;  if  no  man  can  be  safely 
regarded  as  a  saint  if  he  demurs  at  this;~then  how 
few  should  be  looked  upon  as  entitled  to  the  commu* 
nion  of  the  body  of  Christ!  and  how  much  fewer  shall 
he  saved ! 

And  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  some  of  thn 
churches,  or  at  least  conside  rable  portions  of  them,  d» 
go  thus  far.  They  do  make  **an  approbation  of  the 
confessum  of  faidi**  and  sundry  other  things,  *Hhe 
terms  on  which  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  admit* 
ted  as  a  member  or  members  of  their  church;**  andt 
do  use  language  which  strongly  implies  that  such  ap^ 
probation  is  comprised  within  their  **term8  of  com* 
munioD.**  But  whac  then!  The  language  thus  em* 
ployed  evidently,  and  indeed  declaredly,  ref^s  to  thK 
admission  of  persons  into  foil  and  regular  siahdinr 
in  uid  church,  not  to  the  terms  of  intercommuniois 
among  various  churches.  But  agitinst  the  declara* 
don,  even  as  thus  explained,  there  He  the  moat  solid 
and  weighs  objections.  No  man,  we  dare  repeat  it^ 
who  is  ‘^weak  in  die  faith,**  no  man  who  is  a  child  la 
the  knowledge  of  ^  holy  scriptures,  no  man  who 
has  not  formed  habits  of  reading,  reflectloa,and  eve* 
o|  dote  flaking,— none  of  these  personsf  eve^  Inm' 
yield  an  intelligent  and  well'fbunued  expression  of 
Aetr  approbation  to  ^  extent  reouired.  -  What  then! 
You  who  dare  re^mre  such  a  thing,  contradict  both 
the  letter  and  of  your  own  confeaetoitf  by  |bo 
Vox.  II.  '  X  x 
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« 

Btand  is  made  will  ttll  you  that  this  is  by  no  means 
thtir  design.  Mtn  who  noake  use  of  them  as  a  tes 
timony  <if  their  agreement  in  a  circle  of  Christian 
tlocirioes,  and  as  a  declaration  of  their  adherence  to 
the  same  conftssion  of  faith,  are  not  only  guilty  of 
perverting  theno  to  a  purpose  for  which  they  were 
never  ordained,  but  they  do  so  in  the  very  teeth  of 
that  confession  to  which  they  thereby  profess  to  set 
their  seal. — If  then  your  communing  with  a  Christian 
brother,  or  a  Christian  church,  does  not  express  your 
adherence  to  certain  standards  j  how  does  your  hold¬ 
ing  fellowship  w'ith  one  who  does  not  profess  to  re 
ceive  those  standards,  inoply  a  desertion  of  them  on 
wur  part?  How  docs  it  attest  your  agreement  in  any 
matter  save  those  .  great  truths  about  which  you  are  ' 
then  conversant,  and  to  which  alone  your  communion 
has  respect  ? 

But  were  it  indeed  the  case  that  participation  In 
the  sacraments  amounted  to  a  declaration  of  our 
agreement  in  the  same  ecdesiastical  standards,  then 
must  the  churches  be  enormously  guilty  in  making 
their  standards  so  extensive  and  minute.  It  is  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  that  the  “weak  in  the 
faith”  should  be  received,  that  “babes  in  understand 
ing**  shall  be  admitted  ta  his  courts;  and  if  the  objec 
tion  is  a  sound  one,  you  mutt  pair  dow’n  your  stand 
ards,  you  must  moderate  the  effulgence  of  your  glo 
rious  and  lucid  testi-monies  to  the  truth  of  God:  for 
that  which  tf.e,  labour  of  years  has  produced,  that 
which  the  research  of  generations  has  unfolded,  that 
which  the  most  enlightened  of  the  fathers  have  stu¬ 
diously  put  together,  never  can  be  an  object  for  » 
bal^e  to  grasp,  nor  will  any  honest  man  call  him 
“weak  in  the  fai  h,”  in  the  Apostle's  sense  of  those 
words,  who  is  able  to  say  of  it  with  a  good  and  an 
enlightened  consrieuce, ‘all  this  is  agrecaMe  to  the 

word  of  God;  to  this  I  set  my-seal.'-— But  look  about 
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among  your  churchesl  How  few  in  them  have  read^ 
how  very  few  are  capable  of  fathoming  those  vast  and 
piegnant  productions  which  most  evangelical  ehurch*  ^  ' 
es  hold  up  as  the  standards  of  their  doctrine,  and  theif 
SeBtimoay'for  truthl  They  contain  the  substance  of 
all  the  iisht  of  all  tHe  learned  of  every  preceding  age*  > 
Verily  it  no  man  is  worthy  the  comniuoion*of  the 
church,  vrhose  powers  of  research  cannot  fathom  this* 
if  no  man  may  be  acknowledged  as  a  faithful  brother, 
except  he  sets  his  seal  to  this;  if  no  man  can  be  safely 
reganled  as  a  saint  if  he  demurs  at  tbis^~then  how 
few  should  be  looked  upon  as  entided  to  the  comrou* 
aion  of  the  body  of  Christ!  and  how  much  fewer  shall 
he  saved! 

And  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  some  of  the 
churches,  or  at  least  considerable  portions  of  them,  d* 
go  dius  far.  They  do  make  **an  approbation  of  the 
confessuMi  of  fai^”  and  sundry  other  things,  *Hhe 
terms  on  which  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  admit* 
ted  as  a  member  or  members  of  their  church;**  and' 
do  Use  language  which  strongly  implies  that  such  ap^ 
probation  is  comprised  within  their  *Herms  of  com* 
munioh.**  But  whttt  theni  The  language  dius  em* 
ployed  evidendy,  and  indeed  declaredly,  reitf s  to  th^ 
admission  of  persons  into  full  and  regular  standing ' 
in  said  church,  not  to  the  terms  of  intercommunion 
among  various  churches*.  But  against  the  declara* 
tion,  even  as  thuf  explained,  there  lie  the  most  solid 
and  weighty  objecdons.  No  man,  we  dare  repeat  it,' 
who  is  **weak  in  the  faith,**  no  man  who  is  a  child  in 
the  knowledge  of  die  holy  scriptures,  no  man  who 
has  not  formed  habits  of  reading,  reflectioD,and  even . 
of  dote  thiBking,~none  of.  thefse  persona  ever  'tmm'’ 
yield  an  intelligent  and  well*  founded  expression  of 
their  approbation  to  the  extent  required.  ■  What  theof 
You  who  dare  require. such  a  thing,  contradict  bodi 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  your  own  coidesttoo,  by  dM 
VoL.  II,  ’  '  /X  X 


( 
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Vfiiy  act  that  ostensibly  does  it  honour:  -you  lord  it 
over  the  heritage  of  God;  and  in  fixing  a  standard  so 
high  as  will  necessarily  shut  out  ruoM  tour  church 
vast  multitudes  whom,  the  Lord  hath  received,  and 
bids  you  receive,  you  jnake  void  the  law  of  God  by 
your  traditions:  you  are  guiliy .  of  the  absurdity  of 
iixing  the  same  standard,  of  acquisitions  for  him  who 
is  to  be  taught  in  all  things  and  for  him  who  is  to 
teach:  you  are  compelletl  in  practice  to  desert  your 
own  principles;  for  you  neither  have  nor  could  have 
a  c.htirch  of  any  reasonable  extent  constituted  solely 

'of  members  ot  this  description. - It  is  very  much 

to  be  lamented  that  the  zeal  of  Christians  should  so 
.frequently  outstrip  their  discretion:  and  that  in  the 
application  of  their  firudence  for  the  preservation  of 
, God’s  order  in  many  things,  they  should  themselves 
exhibit  such  lamentable  departure  from  it  in  things 
of  greater  consequence.  Such  siftings  as  this  to  pre¬ 
serve  a  church  from  the  smins  of  .heterodoxy,  are  not 
whit  tnore  wise,  not  a  jot  more  scriptural,  and  will 
not  ip  any  instance  be  found  more  successful,  than  the 
kindred  attempts  which.fanaticism  has  repeatedly  in¬ 
spired  to  erect  a  communion  “without  spot  or  wrin- 
j^^is  an  attempt  to  secure  an  object  which  we 
reason  to  believe  ever  can  be  attained.  And 
in  thus  endeavouring  to  forestal  the  enemy,  by  pick¬ 
ing  out  the  tares  before  the  seed  is  committed  to  the  . 
ground,  no  man  need  wonder  if  valuable  grain  should 
be  likewise  thrown  away. 

•No:  let  your  confessions  but  occupy  their  proper 
station.  Let  them  be  your  “fixed  testimony”  for  the 
truth  Jesus  Christ.  Let  them  be  the  standards  by 
tig^the  doctrines  of  your  clergy.  Let  them 
be  a  medium  of  deliverance  to  your  people  from  the 
impositions  of  unsound  .and  unchristian  p.astors.  Let 
them  be  a  source  of  perpetual  instruction  to  all  who 
have  opportunity  of  studying  them,  till  the  feeble 
smong  your  people  become  as  David,  and.  the  house 
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,  < 

of  D  ivid  ‘‘as  the  aiigel  of  the  I^ord  before  them#** 

l#jt  never  imagine  thjt  you  are  to  secure  these  happjf 
results  by  withholdhig  trom  men  the  symbols  of  the 
bread' and  the  water  of  life,  till  they  are  thus  able  two 
of  them  to  chase  ten  thousand.  (  To  be  Continued.^ 


.  REPOHT  OF  THE  KENTUCKY  BIBLE 

SOCIETY. 

.  THE  committee  appointed  to  make  out  the  Report 
for  the  year  1812,  having  failed  to  lay  the  -Report 
L'efore  the  "public,  as  was'  cx^ected,  the  Society,  atj 
iheir  annual  meeting  in  September,  1813,  proceeded 
to  appoint  a  Committee  who  should  make  a  Report 
for  the  years  1812  and  1813.’  The  Committee  sub- 
init  to  the  socicty'the  following  report: 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  great  regret  with  the  ma¬ 
nagers,  that  so  little  has  been  done  to  further  the 
views  of  the  inslitutlon;  and  that  so  few  copies  of  the 
holy  Scriptures^have  been  distributed.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  many  discouragements,  it  is  with  pleasure 
the  managers  reflect  ih'\t  they  have  been  able,  within 
the  last  t\yo  years,  to  distribute  about  210  copies  of 
the  holy  Scriptures  entire,  together  with  50  copies  of 
the  New  Testament  only. 

More  we  are  conscious*  might  have  been  done,  If  - 
the  managers  had  been  niore' zealous,  or  the  Society 
more  generally  patronized.  It  is,  however,  highly 
gratifying  to  reflect  that  many  persons  v;ho  probablj’' 
never  would  have  possessed  the  Scriptures,  have  re¬ 
ceived  them  through  the'  hands  of  the  Society.  In 
many  instances  the  present  of  a  Bible  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  with  every  uemonsifation  of  gratitude;  and 
hopes  are  entertaim  cl  that,  in  some  instances,  the  poor 
and  the  profligate  have  been  benefited  by  these  do¬ 
nations.  ^  . 

It  is  with  De-culrar  oleasure  the  Committee  an- 
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at  Philadelphia  of  the  stereo-type  plates  for  the  holy 
Scriptures.  This  acquisition  to  the  art  of  printing 
will  enable  the  friends  of  religion  in  America  to  iu;> 
aish  the  different  Bible  Societies^  and  otherr,  with 
the  holy  Scriptures,  upoa  the  lowest  terms,  and  on 
the  shortest  notice. 

The  Committee  have  farther  to  conamunicate,  and 
they  do  it  with  sincere  gratitude,  that  a  donation  of 
too  Bibles  was  made  to  the  Society,  by  Messrs.  MiHs 
and  Schermerhom,  Missionaries  from  a  Society  in 
NeW'York.  This  donation  was  received  during  the 
l^st  year.  It  is  with  pleasure  they  also  acknowledge 
the  reception  of  a  donation  of  48  Bibles  from  Mr. 
l.uther  Stephens,  as  also  of  84  Testaments  from  Mr. 
James  Maccoun,  merchants,  of  Lexington.  Those 
donations  have  also  been  received  during,  the  last 
year.  The  Society  have,  during  the  last  year,  imp 
ported  40  Bibles  and  30  Testaments.  These  books 
have  been  distributed,  except'61  Testaments. 

The  managers  did,  at  their  last  meeting,  order  out 
S 100  worth  of  Bibles,  which  we  hope  will  be  here  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  brought. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  most  instances 
the  books  have  been  profitably  distributed;  and  we 
are  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  svip*!* 
pose,  as  some  have  done,  that  there  are  no  persons, 
or  very  few,  in  our  part  of  the  country,  who  are  pro¬ 
per  objects  of  this  kind  of  pious  charity.  The  more 
ws  inquire,  the  more  we  are  convinced,  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  poor  ^t^xillies  among  us,  in  which  the  Bible  is 
not  to  be  found,  is  much  greater  than  is  generally 
believed.  In  a  word,  from  the  experiments  we  have 
made,  we  are  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  in 
no  part  of  Americ.t  was  a  Bible  Society  more  needed 
than  in  Kentucky;  and  ho  where  is  a  more  ample 
field  opened  for  usefulness  in  this  way.  Therefore 
we  take'the  liberty  of  affectionately  iavidng  all  tho 
pious  and  well  disposed,  of  every  persuasion,  to  unite 
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v/ith  us  in  this  good  work.  In  doing  this,  you.  wilt 
be  falling  in  with  what  seems  to  be  God’s  leading  de¬ 
sign  in  his  present  administration  of  the  world;  v\i. 
The  diffusion  of  his  written  IVor'd. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  Society,  during  the 
last  year,  twenty- five  new  members. 

'  The  Committee  beg  leave,  to  observe  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society,  that  by  a  resolution  of  the  board' 
of  Managers,  the  annual  contributions  of  the  Society 
are  to  be  paid  on  or  before  the  last  Saturday  of  Sep¬ 
tember  in  each  year;  and  Mr.  Nathan  Burfowes,  who 
is  appointed  to  collect  and.receive  the  monies  due  to 
the  Society,  is  directed  to  appoint  suitable  persons, - 
in  dKFerent  parts  of  the  state,  to  whom  contributions 
■are  to  be  paid. 

The  Committee  presuming  that  information  re¬ 
specting  the  transactions  of  the  Managers  since  the* 
first  organization  ol.  the  Society,  would  not  be  unac-* 
ceptable,  subjoin  the  following  compendious  state-- 
ment: — 

In  April,.  1810,- the  Managers  pur¬ 
chased  138J7.  51  T:- 

—  March,  1813,  do;  do.-  40  ■  80- 

— •  June,  do.  They  received  a  do¬ 
nation  from  the  New-York  Bible 

Society,,  by  Messrs.-  Mills-  and 
Schermerhorn,  of  100'' 

—  August,  1813,  a'  donation  from 

Mr.  Luther  Stephens,  of-Lexing-, 
ton,  of  '  48 

—  September,  1-813,  a  donation  from- 

Mr.-j^ames  Maccoun,  of  84/ 


100' 


‘  Making  in  all  8 

There  has  Been  distri-  '•  ” 

buted  in  all,  since  the 
organiz-ation  of  the 
Society,  ■  326  B.  lM  Ts 

Vot.  II.  W  w  3 


326^.  165  TV- 


I 


I 
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There  is  on  hand 


6t 


326  B.  165  T. 


With  respect  to  the  funds  of  the  Society — Agreeable 
to  the  Constitutional '  requirement,  together  with  a 
number  of  small  donations,  the  whole  amount  of  mo* 
ney  received,  and  due,  from  Subscribers  to  the  Scci* 
cty,  is  S  583  50c. 

Of  this  sum  there  is  due  from 

Subscribers  '  S  325  2§c, 

niere  has  been 

paid  out  Sirr  62p 
There  is  in  the 
hands  of  the 
treasurer  R  80  63c. 


g  583  5O0i 

As  the  demand  for  Bibles  is  urgent,-it  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  the  Society  has  not  the  command  i  f  the 
money  which  is  due.  We  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
there  is  due  from  some  of  the  subscribers  four  years’ 
contributions,  and  a  few  have  not  yet  paid  their  ori¬ 
ginal  subscriptions.  For  the  information  of  those  who 
have  not  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  tve  transcribe 
the  following  article— “Each  person  who  shall  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  the  Society  shall  pay  three  dollars 
at  the  time  of  subscribing  the  constitution,  and  not 
less  than  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents'  every  year  after¬ 
wards,  so  long  as  he  may  continue  a  member.” 

Further^  the  Committee  beg  leave'  to  report,'  that 
at  the  late  annual  meeting  the  following  election  of. 
officers  and  managers  for  the'  ensuing  yi  ar  was  made* 

The  Hon.  Isaac  Shelby,  President. 

The  Rev.  James  Blythe,  Vice-Pres’t. 

Aasft&w  ]il*CAl.i.A,  Treasurgr*  ^ 


^  *  i 

.1 
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Ebenezer  Sharpe,  Secretary.' 
Nathak  Burrowes,  Collector. 
Rev.  R.  M.'  Cunninghatnt~^ 

Rev.  R.  H.  Bishop. 

Doct.  J.  R.  Witherspoon> ' 

Jesse  Lammcy 
George  Trotter,  sen. 

■Rev.  R,  Stuart,  > 

Doct.  J.,Todd,  sen..  .  '■Of. 
Samuel  Blair,  .  '  , 

John  Brown,,  • - 

Bcnj.  Stout,  ,  J‘ 

JAMES  b1.YTHE,.  > 
N.  BURRO  WES.  y 
Lexington,  Nov.  26,  1813. 


Manag^ert,. 


Committee*. 


LCXDOJf  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Of  the  Report  made  at  the  general  meeting  of  this., 
Society  in  Maj ,  1812,. we  propose  to  give  a  brief  ab¬ 
stract. 

^  South  Africa. — The  missi<»s.  of  the  Society  in. 
this  quarter  have  experienced  considerable  interrup¬ 
tion.  The  stations  occupied  in  the  Lesser  Namaqua. 
country,  antf  at  the  Warm  Bath,  in  the  Great  Nama- 
qua  country,  have  both-  been  abandoned  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  hostility  of  a  native  chief  called  Afri-. 
caner.  The  sufferings,. on  this  occasion,  both  of  the 
missionaries,  and  of  the  people  whom  they,  had  col¬ 
lected  around  them,  appear  to  have  been  very  severe. 
One  of  the  missionaries,  Mr.  Albrecht,  with  his  as¬ 
sociates,  has  since  established  himself  on  the  northern 
limit  of 'the  colony,  at  the  Kamies*  mountain;  the 
Government  not  only  assuring  'him  of  protection,  but 
furnishing  him  liberally  with. the  means  of  defence.^ 
Here  he  has  since  been  joined  by  four  fresh  mission¬ 
aries  from  Europe,  three  of  whom  are  accompanied  by 
their  wives-  Another  of  the  missionaries,  Mr.  Sei- 
(Icnfader;  driven  from  his  station  by  Africaneri  is  a- 


SSa  jLbndon  Missionary,  Society. 

bout  to  settle  at  a  kraal  of  Hottentots  in  the  vicinity 
ol  Svvellendam;  and  a  third  is  gone  to  labour  among 
the  Christians  and  slaves  near  Stellenbosch.  The 
Rev.  P»Ir.  Vos,  formerly  a  missionary  at  Ceylon,  la¬ 
bours  with  good  success,  anaong  the  Christians  and 
heathens  at  Tulbach;  and  Mr.  Kicherer  goes  on  pros¬ 
perously  at  Graaf  Reinet  and  its  neighbourhood. 

In  consequence  of  the  representations  made  to  Gov¬ 
ernment  by  Dr.  Vanderfemp  and  Mr.  Read,  the  So¬ 
ciety**  missionaries  at  Betlielsdorp,  of  the  cruelties 
and  murders  committed  on  the  Hottentot-*,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  by  the  Dutch  boors,  Lord  Caledon 
had  appointed  a  commissioner  to  visit  the  district, 
to  try  and  punish  the  guilty.  This  visit  brought  these 
two  missionaries  to  the  Cape.  While  there,  the  oc¬ 
currence  of  an  earthquake  excited  great  alarm  among 
the  inhabitants,  and  disposed  them  to  lend  an  atten¬ 
tive  ear  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  This  was 
the  last  labour  of  love  in  which  the  great  Head  ol  the 
church  saw  it  right  to  employ  Dr.  Vanderkemp.  On 
the  15th  of  December  1811,  he  closed  his  eves  on 
this  world,  and  departed  to  share  in  His  glory,  whom 
he  had  so  faithfully  preached  on  earth.  .  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  he  was  meditating  a  mission  to  Mada¬ 
gascar,  in  which  he  was  to  have  been  countenanced 
arid  aided  by  Sir  John  Cradock,  the  new  governor. 

The  state  of  the  settlement  at  Bethelsdorp  is  de¬ 
scribed  by  Mr.  Read  as  prosperous.  . -  - 

“  From  an  account  which  was  taken  yesterday,  we 
found  the  number  of  our  cattle  to  be  as  follows:— 
Horned  cattle  (including  calves)  1774;  sheep  533; 
goats  272;  horses  17;  pigs  very  plentiful,  and  poultry 
very  numerous.  There  are  upvvards  of  20  waggons 
in  the  place,  besides  carts.  There  are  upwards  of  140 
buildings,  some  of  which  are  built  of  more  durable- 
materials  than  formerly.  The  word  of  life  is  heard 
with  great  attention,  and  many  seem  much  affected- 
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under  it.  On  the  Sabbath^  the  church  scarcely  holds 
the  multitude,  and  there  are  not  a  fevr  in  \rho8e  hearts 
a.  work  of  grace  is  evident.** 

The  increase  of  our  people,  during  the  present 
year,  is  considerable.  More  than  100  have  joined 
our  iastitu^on.  Among  these  we  hope  some  will  be 
found  to  have  been  called  by  the  grace  of  God.** 

“  The  industry  of  our  peofde  is  much  increased; 
they  hate  been  very  diligent  this  year  in  clearing  and' 
t*illi.:g  the  ground,  and  half  as  much  more  corn  ha» 
been  sown  than  before.  More  woidd  have  been  done, 
but  some  had  no  ploughs,  and  others  no  seed.  Some 
of  the  people  begin  to  make  habitations  of  clay,  which 
are  m*'re  durable  than  those  of  reeds.**' 

OraAefrcrf— The  missionaries  who  had  been  forced  t* 
quit  this  island  and  repair  to  New  South  Wales,  have 
determined  on  attempting  the  renewal  of  their  mis¬ 
sion,  and  with  ^at  view  they  sailed  from  New  South 
Wales  in  May  fsil.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Marsden  has 
expressed  his  approbation  of  this  step,  and  has  repre* 
seuted  the  missionaries  as  men,  in  his  opinion,  well 
qualified  for  their  work.  -  Accounts  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  two  ihisionaries  Yrho-  still  remained 
at  Otaheite.  They  resided  with  the  ki^,  and  were 
waiting  the  return  of  the  missionaries.  The  king  has 
written  several  letters,  entreating  the  missionaries  to 
return,  and  saying,  {bar  since  they  left  him,  he  puts 
no  value  on  any' thing  he  possesses. 

ffett  Indict have  already  noticed  the  attempts 
made  in  several  colonies  to  prevent  the  religious  in¬ 
struction  of  the  slaves,  and  the  failure  of  those  at-  , 
tempts  through  the  determination  of  his  M^esty’s 
Government  to  encourage  such  instruction.  Ine  Di¬ 
rectors  complain  of  the  heavy  expense  of  their  West- 
India  missions,  which  has  induced  them  to  discontiuue 
that  at  Tobago.  Those  at  Demarara  and  Irinidad 
are,  still  eonti'nuedi 
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J^'^orth-  jlmerica,F^A  missionary'  has  been  sent  to 
Elizabeth  Town,  in  Upper  Canada;  and  another  to 
St.  Mary’s  Falls,  in  the  neigiibourhood  of  Take  Su¬ 
perior,  whose  labours,  the  Directors  trust,  will  prove 
useful  in  a  country  so  destitute  of  the  means  of  grace. 

India.— missionary  chapel  of  Mr.  Loveless  at 
Madras.,  is  well  attended  by  Europeans  and  natives. 
01  the  latter,  upwards  of  one  hvindred  persons  atten¬ 
tively  .hear  the  Gospel,  Two  free-schools,  adjoining 
the  chapel,  go  on  well.  A  taste  lor  reading  useful 
books  of  a  religious  kind  is  said  to  prevail  at  Rladrast 
*  Messrs.  Gordon  and  Lee  at  Vizagdpatam  continue 
their  labours,  with  the  assistance. of  a  Bramin  Nara- 
si'mloo,  in  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures  into  the 
Telinga.  The  whole  of  the  New  Testament  and  a 
part  of  Genesis  are  translated.-  Anandarayer,  the 
converted  Bramin,  is  gone  to-Calcutta  to  correct  the' 
press,  while  the  Gospels,  translated  by.  the  late  Mr. 
Des  Granges,  are  printing.— The  native  school  in¬ 
creases.  Mr.  Pritchett,  who,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Brain,  had  commenced  a  mission  to  the  Barman  coun¬ 
try,  having  lost  his  associate,  and  finding  that  coun¬ 
try  in  a  distracted'  state,  was  about,  to  join  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries  at  Vizagapatam.  Mr.  Thonapson,  who  left 
F.ngland  to  join  them  in  April  1811,  visited  the  isles 
of  France  and  Bourbon  in  his  way.  While  there  he 
procured  a  catechism  in  the  language  of  Madagascar^ 
with  a  Latin  translation.  He  ha§  given  a  very  de¬ 
plorable  account  of  the  state  of  morals  and  religion  in 
the' isle  of  France. 

Mr._  Hands,  at  Bellory,  continues  to  apply  himself 
to  the  Canara  language,  ol  which  he  has  formed  a 
grammar  and  lexicon,  and  in  which  he  has-translated 
the  .Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  and  composed  a  catechism. 
He  has  also  been  able  to  converse  with  the  natives  oh 
religious  subjects.  He  preaches  three  times  on  Sun¬ 
days,  to  the  English  soldiers  and  other  inhabitants, 
and  he  seems  to  be  doing  good  in  various  ways. 
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\x\  Travancore^  Mr.  Ringeltaube  has  built  several 
small  churches,  and  has  distributed  copies  of  the 
scriptures  in  Portuguese  and  Tanuil,  supplied  by  the 
Pritish  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  He  has. baptized 
more  than  four  hundred  persons. 

Mr.  Forsyth  continues  to  preach  at  CMnavrah^  and 
also  at  Calcutta,  .  He  speaks  stiongly  of  the  great 
want  of  labourers  in  that  part  of  the  world.  "The  Di¬ 
rectors  here  allude  to  the  approaching  renewal  of  the 
East- India  Company's  Charter,  when  they  trust  that 
the  existing  obstructions  to  the  diffusion  of  the  light 
.  of  Christianity  in  India  will  be  removed.  With  this 
view  they  have  already  addressed  his  Majesty^s  nun-. 
isters,and  shall  be  ready  to  pursue  such  farther  mea¬ 
sures,  in  concurrence  w  ith  other  religious  bodies,  as 
may  be  necessary. 

At  Ceylon  the  prospect  brightens.  The  schools 
are  re  established,  and  the  Scriptures  in  the  Cingalese 
language,  which  are  much  w^anted  in  the  island,  w  ill^ 
it  is  expected,  be  sooh'publisbcd,  through  the  efforts 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  the  . 
Auxiliary  Society  at  Calcutta. 

China. — Mr.  Morrison  has  sent  home  three  copies  of 
a  beautiful  edition  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  in  Chi¬ 
nese,  printed  by  him  at  Canton.  On  presenting  one  co¬ 
py  to  the  Bible  Society,  that  Society  was  pleased  to 
vote  5001.  to  promote  the  translation  and  printing  of 
the  Chinese  Scriptures.  From  the  same  blocks  a  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  copies  may  be  taken,  if  required.  Mr. 
Morrison  has  now  begun  to  translate  the  book  of  Ge¬ 
nesis.  He  had  nearly  finished  his  Chinese  Grammar; 
and  he  has  also  translated  and  sent  to  England,  some 
specimens  of  Chinese  literature,  which  the  Directors  . 
hare  printed  for  general  perusal.  Mr*  Morrison  states, 
that  the  Portuguese  are  endeavouring  to  procure  per-, 
mission  for  a  Catholic  bishop  to  reside  at  Pekin.  Ano¬ 
ther  missionary  is  about  to  be  sent  out  to  join  Mr.  Mor- . 
rison.  .  . 
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GreekSf  Jev>a,  JMscara,  With  a  view  te  pre- 

mote  the  revival  of  pure  religion  in  the  Greek  church 
in  Asia  Minor,  and  the  Greek  isles,  Mr.  Bloomfield 
has  been  sent  to  Malta,  and  is  there  applying  himself 
to  the  Italian  and  Modem  Greek  languages,  and  exert¬ 
ing  himself  at  the  same  time  to  circulate  the  Greek 
and  Italian  Scriptures  wherever  he  has  opportunity, 
lie  hopes  soon  to  proceed  to  Zante. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ewing’s  Essays,  drawn  up  for  the  use 
•f  the  JewSf  has  been  largely  distributed  among  that 
people,  and,  it  is  hoped,  may  do  good. 

Several  benevolent  Christians  have  long  beheld,  with 
deep  concern,  the  situation  of  the  numerous  body  of 
sailors  called  Laacars^  natives  of  India,  who  are  brought 
hither  in  the  Company’s  ships,  which  they  assist  to  na¬ 
vigate,  who  reside  for  some  months  in  London,  and  then 
return  to  their  own  country;  but  for  whose  spiritual 
benefit  no  effort  has  yet  been  made,  although  missiona¬ 
ries  are  sent  out  and  supported,  at  a  great  expense,  in 
the  distant  countries  from  whence  they  come.  Appli¬ 
cations  having  therefore  been  made  on  their  behalf  to 
the  Directors,  a  Committee  of  persons  resident  in  thfr 
neighbourhood  where  these  strangers  are  lodged,  was 
appointed  to  take  this  subject  into  serious  consideration. 
That  Committee  have  expressed  to  the  Directors  their 
wish  that  some  person  may  be  sought  who  may  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  one  or  more  of  the  languages  of  the  Las¬ 
cars,  to  instruct  them  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel; 
or,  if  not,  that  their  language  maybe  attained’ by  some 
pious  and  zealous  Christian  missionary,  who  may  here¬ 
after  be  able  to  preach  among  them  the  word  of  life. 
‘The  Committee  also  recommend  the  translation  and 
distribution  of  evangelical  tracts,  adapted  to  their  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  Directors  doubt  not  that  the  Society 
will  gladly  afford  their  aid  towards  carrying  into  effect 
.  this  benevolent  design. 

The  amounts  of  collections,  subscriptions,  donations, 
and  dividends,  during  the  year,  from  April  1,  1811,  to 
April  1,  1812,  was  8,4131.  6s.  8d.;  the  disbursement* 
m  the  same  period,  9,7891,  16*. 


